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Epiſtle co the R E ADER, 


DMANnInNG F all the Rarities which of late have been 
JD Ve the diſcourſe of the Town ( where men 
ſpend wuch of their time, as the men of 
by Athens did,either in hearing or telling ſome 
=> j New thins): nothing has been wore talkt 
WAN of, than a cerrain Pampklert cal''d The 
Fl NAKED TRUTH. Now having 
gat a ſight of it, and ſcany'd ir th 1itgh» 
out, I am abundantly ſatisfied, not only from his Style, which 
is ſometimes Enthuſiaſtick, bur from his Matter and Prins 
ciplecs (if he ſtick to any) that the Author is a BE: (© rec 
upon Fanaticiſm and does not know it. Bur by .\ :ke4 
Trati 


Truth he ſeems to mean Chriſtianity without either Welt or 
Guard (as they ſay) and not ſer off with Ceremony. For his 
Title page ſtands thus: The Naked Truth , or the True State 
of the Primitive Church. This Titie-page of his, he explains 
very {ufficiently, p. 17. In the Primittve times (faies he) in 
the greateſt Storms , when the whole World of Jews and Gen- 
tiles were Enemies to the Church, and not one of your Ceremo- 
nies in the Church to preſerve it ; The ſimple Naked Truth 
without any Sarpiice to cover its, without any Eccleſiaſtical Pg- 
licy to maintain it overcame all : and ſo would do now , did we 
rruſt to that, and the Defender of it. If he means.its grear 
Defender in Heaven , we put our whot'e Truſt in him: or if 
he means his Vice- gerent upon Earth, the Defender of the 
Faith, we repoſe an intire Confidence (as we ought) in the 
gracious Declaraciins and Expreſſions His Majeſty is pleaſed 
to repeat upon a'l Occaſions, of his perpetual good AﬀedGion 
and Compaſſion for tie Church of England, Orif by Traſt- 
nz to the ſimple Nakes Truth , this Author means, the Truth 
of our own Canſe, we dare truſt to that, and to wany Defen- 
ders of that too, But if truſting to the Naked Truth, be to this 
Pamphlct and this Prejef#z we dare not truſt toir, Why, 
this 1s ripping the Church bare to the very skin, nay, Skin 
and a!l muſt go, an Article of a Creed if need be, for he 
ſpends his firſt l»no Chapter in Reforming there too, and 
reducing the F1/th ro, I know not what, Naked Truth. 
Methinks he Thould baye cail'd his Pamphlet The TRUTH 
FLETD, fer NAKED TRUTH 1s too ſhort, and not 
ſpoken through his £utjea. But Skin for s5kin,end all that a man 
has will he give for his life : for This he contends on his Prin- 
ciple of Self-preſervation , This he conciudes the only poſ- 
ble expedient to keep out Popery, This 1s his healing Salve, 
This is the produce of his Faſfs, the Anſwer to his Prayers, 
the effe of his ſeeking God (as he takes care to acquaint us) 
This has been the Travel of his mind, fince he had theſe 
zhonghts, which he has been humbly conceiving theſe two 
years, time enovgh for an Elephant to bring forth in. A 
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This is the thing which he Dedicates #9 the Right Honon- 
rable, the Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parliament. Pity 
it was not preſented to the Lords during the laſt Seſſion , then 
I believe, it would have been delivered over by their Lord- 
ſhips, to be confuted by the ſame experienc'd hand , that 
took to task a more Primitive piece of Naked Truth, viz. the 
Solemn League and Covenant in the Palace-yard at Veſtmin- 
ſter, where 1t expired into aſhes. As for thoſe Noble Pa- 
triots in the Houſe of Commons , "tis probable they -wouid 
have voted him their Thanks too after the ſame wanner , for 
layinga Libel at their doors, making a Ereach upon their glo« 
rious A of Unifermity, and violating their AZ ( their moſt 
neceſſary Ac) againft Printing without a Licenſe : tho'gh he 
makes a neat Excuſe whilſt he is doing It, that he does it a- 
gainſt his Conſcience, for which he very pantiently begs pardon 
of God and Them, and foſins on: for, all this while he goes on 
with his Printing and Publiſhing it withouta Licenſe, 

How he will juſtifie his claim to the Title of 4» Hum- 
ble Moderator, I cannot imagine; unleſs Aſſuming, Impoſing, 
and turning all upſide down, be the ſigns'of Humility, and 
immoderate Zeal for one Party to be the qualification of a 
Reconciler, or Moderator. 

In his Addreſs to the Reader he gives an Account , why he 
is ſo ſcrupulouſly careful ro conceal his Name : becauſe he can- 
not bear reproach. Soall that is like to fail upon the poor Fa- 
therleſs and Motherleſs Pamphle:; though he would have 
done a piece of Juſtice, to have named himſelf, and ſo to have 
cleared others, for it has been .confidently laid to the charge 
of more than one Reverend perſon who (I have great reaſon 
to believe, and am ſeveral waies aſſured) had no manner cf 
hand init, yet he does, himſelf and mea particnlar favour, in 
making it impoſſibie for m2 to reſle& upon his Perſon ( which 
I know no more than the Man in the Moon ) only as he makes 
himſelf the Patron of fo vilea Cauſe. For whoſoever vents 
his own Amuſements, to the Churches greatand real preju> 
dice (and that's this cafe) he muſt not think to ſcape for che 


Godlineſs 


Godlineſs of his Style , nor for a man of good Intentions, as 
ſure he is, or elſe he would never pivethe Devil ſo much more 
than his due, as to wake fo ſtrange a Proteſtation as he does 
here, that he would never condemn any good Attion though done 
by the Devil (as if he ſuppoſed, the Devil might do ſome ſuch 
for ought he knows) bur Hell ic ſelf, they ſay (though we 
never heard before of any good Actions there, yet it) is full 
of Such as were once ful] of good latertions. 
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Age 6.1.35 read preſumptuouws, P.9.1.23.r while, p.11.1.7.for of read for, p14: 

| 29. for aginſt r, about, p.19.1.26,reCouncil, p.29.1.5.dele really, 1,33, r.Ma- 
1ſtatick, p.z0.1.37.for of r. for, p.54-1,26.dele bad, p.,y5,l.11,r 495 be, p.60, 1,6: 
r.Neceſi'y, p.65«1431., Proſelytess 
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Animadverſions upon his firſt Chapter, con- 
cerning Articles of Faith, 
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Confeſs when firſt I ſaw this Jewel of a Pawpliict, and har 

run over two or three pages of this Chapter, 1 ſufpetted it: 

Author for ſome Youngtter that hid been dabling among the 
Socinian Writers, and was ambitious of ſhewing us his Halt Ta- 
lent in Their way. i was quickly delivered from this jealouſie iy 
his Orthodox Contraditory Expreſſions in other places: Bur & 
find he is one of the Mex of the Second Rate (as I take leaveto 
ſtyle them ) that hardly ever ſee to the Second Contequence. 
Therefore once for all I proteſt, that I donot charge Him with 
many of his own woſt obvious Conſequences as his opinions : for 
'cis plain, he does not diſcern them. But che Church may juſtly 
complain of him, for thruſting out ſuch crude, indigeſted warter, 
wichout communicating theſe Conceptions of his, to ſome that 
would have ſhew'd him the weak and the blind-ſides of them. 
Now fince the miſchief is done, to undo the Charm again it be- 
comes a duty to Expoſe him ; and moſt of all for this Chapter, 
where he has moſt Expos'd himſelf : a Chapter of moſt pernicious 
conſequence, and admirably ferving the turn of the rankeſt Seca- 
ries, Who not being able to keep up their Congregations any !on- 
ger, or to keep their Diſciples from ours by trivially declaiming 
againſt our .Ceremonies ; They ferment them now by inſtilling 
into them new fears and jealoufies of our DoGrines: Warning 
them away from our Churches, as if there were ſome ſtrange Fury 
working,or ſome Innovations contriving in the Church of Ezg- 
land; andas if we were allowed to preach and waintain even 18 
our City-PuJpits, new Articlesof Faith, Sociz#iap or Pelagian, in 
opp»fition to the Catholick and eruly Primitive, How uaſuffera- 
bly F. O. for one has refl-&<9d, nor only upon ſome particu'ar Per- 
ſons, but upon the whole Chuich of Expland ant its Governers 
upon this accoun: , any one way read , that & + ? 17 run over his 
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then, if now they ere tranſported with joy, when an Author ap- 
pears as one dropt down from heaven to plead their Cauſe, 
vouching himſelf a Son of the Church of Exgland, Teaching as 
one having Authority like a Father, venturing at firſt daſh upon the 
cendereſt Point in the World , concerning Articles of Faith, in: 
plying and ſuppoſing all along, that ſome are extremely to blame 
for improving the Faith, not by confirming, but enlarging it,asking, 
whether zhe State of Salvation be alter'd ? and,what need any other 
Articles ? In what Church does he ask theſeQueſtions ? and hozy 
monſtrous impertinent are they here, if we do nothing like it? 
Well! to begin with him,and follow him ſtep by ſtep through 
his many turnings and windings, and ſometimes nothing bur a 
Rope of Sand to guide me; He makes a diſcovery to us in the 
ſirſt place, that That which we commonly call the Apoſtles Creed , 
& the ſumof Chriſtian Faith. And again,that The Primitive Church 
received this, as the ſum total of Faith neceſſary to Salvation. Why 
not now? | anſwer , It is ſo now, and all True Sons of our 
Church hold it ſo now : Then why this Queſtion 2 Why that which 
follows ? Is the ſtate of Salvation alter'd? No doubt the Terms 
of Belief, on which Saivation is ordinari:y attainable, are never 
changeable,bur,like God himſelf who eſtabliſht them, fixt and im- 
movable. Bur ſtill he follows his blow, though he fights with the 
Air: If it be compleat (ſaies he ) what need any other Articles ? 
There may have been needfu] heretofore,not only other Articles, 
Hut other Creeds, for the farther explication of thoſe Articles in 
the Apoſtles Creed: and yet in thoſe new Creeds, not one new 
Article. The Apoſtles Creed is the ſum of Chriſtian Faith. True ; 
yet I hope he will not think the zene, the Conſtantinopolitan, and 
the Athanaſian Creeds were fuperfiuous and unnecefſary : And in 
his Chapter about preaching he ſeems concerned for this laſt the 4- 
zhanaſian ; and yet his cenſure 1s ſo bold up5n Conſtantine the Em- 
perour, and ſome goaly Biſhops (he conceives more Zealous than Diſ- 
creer, and ſo do ſome godly Biſhops conceive of this Author)and 
his pique at the new word Homooufios carries ſuch an ugly refle» 
Aion upon that Creed, that I ſcarce dare underſtand him. But we 
hall havemore of this hereafter. 
He would have men improve in Faith, but rather Intewſtue,thay 
Exten.- 
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Extenſrue, to Confirm it rather than Eplarge it. And yet'tis certain 
that all Formal and Mortal Hereticks, that are not Atheiſts , are 
juſtly condemned for want of due extexfion in their Faith, 

He prates us to remember the Treaſnrer to Candace Lnecn of 
Ethiopia, whom Philip izſtrudted in the Faith ; His time of Cate- 
chizing was very ſhort, and ſoon proceeded to Baptiſm. This is ſoon 
pronounc'd (as he uſes to do) but not prov'd. It does not appear 
how long, or how ſhort was the time of his Catechizing : or how 
many Leagues they travelled together before zhey proceeded to Eap- 
tiſm. ' Tis true there needs no great length of time ro propoſe aud 
demonſtrate Chriſtianity ( as St, Peter andthe Apoſtles did it in 
few words, and) eſpecially out of the Propheſics of the Old Te- 
ſtament, which the Eunuch was then reading. Put then a great deal 
muſt and may be learnt in a little time: as the prime Artic'es of 
Faith are ſ@ ſtrongly and rationally knit together, that "tis indeed 
impoſſible to teach or learn any one of them, withuurt teaching or 
learning them all. Whereas then our Author proceeds thus, But 
Philip firſt required a Confeſſion of hi Faith, and the Funuch made 
it, and | beſeech you obſerve it : | believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Son of God: and ſtraightway he was baptized, How ? no more than 
this ? no more. What! nothing of the Holy Ghoſt till he heard 
of him in the Baptiſinal form ? What does he mean then by that 
which immediately follows? Thss /ittle grain of Faith being ſound, 
believed with all his heart, purchaſed the Kingdom of Heaven. Had 
he believed the whole Goſpel with half his heart, it had been of leſs 
value in the ſight of God. 'Tis not the quantity, but the quality of our 
Faith, God requireth, TI anſwer, the true and full notion of Sa- 
ving Faith is embracing from the whole heart the whole Funda- 
men:al truth of the Goſpel, Why does he talk then of the whole 
Heart, and yet ſuppoſes but half or a part of this Fundamental 
truth? Does he dream that St. Philip the Evangeliſt Chriſten'd the 
Evunuch after Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven, only as St, John 'te 
Baptiſt brought men to his Bapriſin, before Chriſt appeared in 
his Miniſtry upon earth? and made him ſucha Diſciple, as thoſe 
whom St. Paut found in Epheſus, that had not ſo much & heard whes 
ther there were any Holy Ghoſt ? to whom thereupon St. Paul pro- 
ved Chriſtianity trom their Maſter the Baptiſt's Tellimony: and 
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romake them perfe& Chriſtians, which they were not before, but 
only a ſort o. Diſciples, Baptized them in the Name of the Lord 
Teſts. AGs 19, | 
Yet this Author will not let go his hold, and will needs be thus 
obj=&ngagainit himſcit, But, ſure the Eunuch was more ſully in- 
ftrufted. It may be you are ſure of it : But I could never yet meet 
with any aſſurance of it, nor any great probability of it. Yes , I am 
ſure of it, if he means by more fully inſtrufFed, taught other Fun- 
dawental Articics beſides this one, zhat Feſus Chriſt is the Son of 
God, And I will give him one Demonſtration of what I ſay(which 
is more than a Probability) out of the ſtory icſelt ; and he mighc 
ave met with this Demonſtration in it himſelf, 1 he could have 
ſecn but an inch Þcfore him; for we find in the ſtory that the Ex- 
ach himfelt made the motion to the Evangeliſt, and reminded him 
of baptizing him. Therefore *cis evident they had diſcourſt before 
even of this particiilar, though we are to'd no more in exprefs 


words, bur that St, Philip preacht to him Jeſus , the Faith of Feſws, 


Yet he had brancht out this Faith into ali its Fundamental Arti- 
cles, and had declarcd to him even the neceſſity of Baptiſm; which 
te underſtood not at all, if he did not apprehend it arighr, and as 
it was preſently to be celebrated ; iz the Name of the Father and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghiſt. Why, this very ſhort Baptiſna 
Form is a perfea Creed by it ſelf, if it be throughly penetrated 
ind explain'd in its full Jaticude : for it ſeems the ame of the Sor 
was by a divine Criticiſin choſen and interpoſed between the 0- 
ther two Perſons, whole God head was confelt and acknowledged 
iy rhe Jewiſh Charch, rather than that of the Word, to denote the 
Second of the three Perſuns of the moſt equal and inſeparable 
Iiriaity,as God of Gud from the Erernal Father 3 and allo to con- 
9: the Co-cternal Son, wade man 2 the fulneſs of time,and there- 
fore born of a Voman,the Virgin Mary, Why, here'sa great part of 
theFaith already. And then theBaptiſmal aGion it ſelf, the Immerſion 
and Emerſon owt of theWater,did,in its full and plain importance 
{as no doubt the Eunuch was made to underſtand it, before he was 
Dronght to it ) acquaint him and z2zſtr#d him abundantly in thoſe 
other great Points of Faith, the Dying,' Burying, and Rifng again 
of Chriſt for oy Tuſtification from our ſins ; as alſo with the whole 
| Practical 
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PraQical duty of a Chriſtian man : that being the Iywarad part , or 
Thing ſignified in the Sacrament of Baptiſm : viz.a Death unto Sin, 
the oreat comprehenſive duty of eMortifucation , and a New birth 
upto Righteouſneſs * where te muſt nceds be told the myſtery of the 
Firſt and Second Covenant, that being by nature born in ſin, Ori- 


 ginal ſin, and a Son of Wrath , he had hereby Forgivencſs of fins, 


was 4dopted and made a Child of Grace, an Reir and Co-heir with 
Chriſt, in the Communion of Saints, to live with him after the Re- 
ſurredtion in Life cvorlaſizmyg. Now this Author may ſee what uſe 
and need there was of the Conſtantizopolitan Creed,that put in, Cxe 
Laptiſm for the remiſ/ion of fins:Since the true underſtanding of that 
Sacrament is ſo inftrufive of all other Fundamentals, For, all this 
our Apoſtle St. Paul ſuppoſed,as the Common Norions all Chrilti- 
ans ſhould have of their Paptiſm, 1X ow ye zet that as mary of ws ns 
were baptized nyto Feſws Chrig, were baptized into hu death g 
Therefore we are buricd with him by Baptiſm into death, that like is 
Chriſt was raiſed up fromthe dead by the glory of the Father : even ſp 
we ſhould walk in Newneſs of life, For if we have been planted to- 
gether in the likeneſs of his Death , we ſhall be alſo in the like [s of 
his Refurredion. Rom.6.v,43,4,%,&c. | 
To as lictle purpoſe then 1s his next Application of that paC- 
ſage in St. John, Every Spirit that confeſſes that Jeſus Chriſt is core 
in the fleſh, # of God. x Joh.q.2. Why, the Mahnmetans confeſs, in 
ſoine (enſe, that Jeſus Chriſt zs come in the fleſh, as a great Prophe: 
ſent from God. Will a Mahbumetay, or a Socinian confeſſion of this 
ſuffice ? For the Sociztans will admit the Apoſtles Creed as the ſuns 
of Faith,the words I mean,but not the Catho!ick ſenſe of it ; Ard 
they will ſay, Through Feſws Chriſt our Lord at the end of their own 
Prayers, in thcir own diſtorted ſenſe of it. Bur if Confeſſing Jeſt: 
Chriſt te, as St.John wcans it, Confeſ/ing tize Goa and the Naz ( 0: 
therwiſe it 15 nof indeed Confeſling the ſame ]efus Chriſt , whom 
Chriſtians ought to confeſs) this takes in whole Chriftianicy, that 
18, all its few primary Fundamentals are couchr in this : All thetr 
no queſtion, were virtually con'ain'd in St. Peter's ſhort Conf i - 
on of Faith, Thos art Chriſt the Son of the living Ged ; for which 
Confeſſion he was b:icſt, and upon which Faith Chriſt dec'ared he 
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Paul preacht to the Coriathians , when yet he determin'd to know 
nothing among ls them, but Feſws Chriſt and him crucified, 1 Cor. 2.2, 

Bu whereas, in the nexc place,he charges ſome with introducing 
new and many Articles of Faith; I hope he does not mean all our 
39 Articles: moſt of which,as(a late Right Reverend and Learned 
Prz'ate) Biſhop Lazy, Lord Biſhop of Ely ſtyies them in oneof 
his five Sermons, p. 43. are Articles of Peace, and Conſent in certain 
Crntroverſies , nat Articles of Faith or Communion, Not as if the 
Subſcribers to theſe Articles engaged themſelves to no more than 
not to contradict them, or never to preach againſt them ; No, The 
Church 1s ſo jſt to her ſelf, as to exaG for the ſecurity of her own 
£Pexce, that all whom ſhe truſts with teaching others, or whom ſhe 
recominends to the Werld with Univerſity Degrees, ſhall ſubſcribe 
to theſe Articles as their own Opinions, and what they believe as 
convinc'd in their own Judgments that they are #rye? Yet this | 
rake to be one of her greateſt Eccleſiaſtical Policies , that ſhe ad- 
mits the wany in thouſands and hundred thouſands, withour any 
Subſcription to theſe Articles,ad Communionem Laicam,that is,not 
to Half-Communion (as ſome would ignorantly conſtrue it, becauſe 
they have Sacrilegioufly takenaway the Cup from the Laity) bur 
to that which the Primitive Church called the Communion of La- 
icks : that is, ſuch a Communion as was given without ſuch Condi- 
tions as were anciently requir'd of Eccleſiaſticks. 

But wy beſt excuſe for him 1s,thar, though he be ſcuffling in the 
dick, yer he ſtrikes at the Papiſtseſpecially, and would narrow 
their Faith, rather than ours. 'Tis true they have introduc'd many 
a New Article of Faith which is bad enough; and, which is worſe, 
many a one that has not a ſyllable of rruth in it. He puts the Papsſfs, 
Lutherans and Calvinilts all together. One cries, thu #v a Demon» 
ſtration, Another (ſaics he) cries, 10 ſuch matter, &c. He may make 
as bold with any of theſe as he pleaſes, for we are none of theſe; 
and I am not bound to make war in their vindication,. 

In the fourth page concerning the Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
he do's implicitely condewn the Catholick Church both in the 
E3ſt and the Weſt, for being ſo preſumptious in her Definitions, 
* Tis modeſtly done of him. But he means , we have wo comprehen- 


ſive tuw.cog of the matter declared. His meaning is g20d and true : 
| | Bur 
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But his Inference 1s ſtark naught, if he wears,therefore we under- 
ſtand not at all thai this or thac is declared. And I am ſure, I do 
him no wrong in fixing this meaning vpon his words, for theſe are 
his very words, If then our Reaſon underſtands not what i decla- 
red, how can we by Reaſon make any deduttion by way of Argument 


from that which we underſtand not 2 Is it even ſo? Then lecus put 


the Caſe with reverence, That Almighty God, who afſuming, 1 ſup- 
poſe, the ſhape of an Angel treated with Abraham face to tact,1s a 
man does with his friend, ſhould for once have ſpoken in the fame 
manner fo Arrizs or Socinw , and made this one Declaration to 
either of them, that the Catholick Churche's Do&rine of the Tri- 
nity was crue, and his falſe; Then I demand, would not this have 
been demonſtration enough of the Faith which we call Catholzck, 
either to Socinms or Arrizs 2 And yet all thoſe contradidory Ar- 
guments, which either of them had once fancied I»ſolable, ſuppo- 
fing themnot anſwered in particu'ar, would remain againſt it, and 
ſtand as they did before any ſuch Declaration; and yet all this 
without giving him any comprehenſive knowledge. 

But asto the ground upon which he raiſes all this duſt, inp.4. 
about the Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, T can eaſily anſwer for the 
Church of Erg/and; let the Church of Rome anſu er for her (elf, 
if ſhecan, for her trampling upon the poor Greek Church as ſhe 
l:es in the duſt, and branding her with Herefie for her Docrine of 
the Proceſſion, as cruelly as her Turkiſh Maſters burn their Haif- 
Moons on the bodies of thoſe whom they enſlave. But our Church 
is not ſo uncharitable,as to define it a Hzreſie for any to maintain, 
that the Hoiy Ghoſt proceeds from the Father by the Son, though we 
maintain alſo with good reaſon, as a great truth, that the Holy 
Ghoſt proceeds from the Father and the Son. But this makes no 
breach of Communion between us and the Greeks, the difference 
ariſing only from the Inadzquation of Languages, which notwitk;= 
ſtanding, we agree in the mainof this Article. So that I may an- 
ſwer all this needleſs diſcourſe, as Demoſthenes once anſwered the 
Oratour eA#ſchines, who kept much ado about a word which the 
other had not uſed ſo properly 3 But the Fortnnes of Greece, ſaid 
he, do not depend upon it. 

But if in Divine matters we once give way to human Deduttions, 
£ 


(3) | 
a cunning Sophiſtcy may ſoon lead a weak aiſputant into many Errors. 
So 1 doubt tome ſuch one has miſled this Author, who, whatever 
he be, I dare fay is not condemned by St. Paul for one of the 
Diſputers of this World, but rather is one of thoſe whom the ſame 
Apoitle torbids us fo admit to any doubtful Diſputations, But is this 
Author ſerious againſt Human Dedattions from Scripture, .as he 
calls them, eſpecially ſince he confeſſes, p. 7, that Hereſfies never 
appear at firſt in their own natural ſhape, but diſguiſed with ſpecious 
pretences drawn from ſome obſcure places of Scripture, capable of wa- 
Tron Interpretations ; 4nd thus having gotten footing by degrees, 
Shey lay aftde their Diſeaiſes and march barefac'd £ Now after this 
Obſervation, wou'd one think it poſſible for one that 1s but Maſter 
of Coherent thoughts for three minutes , within the compaſs of 
three pages to tell us gravely, Wherefore we have no other ſafe way 
to ſpeak of Divine matters but in Scripture language, Ipſilſimis ver- 
bis with the very ſame words. Admirable ! What way then is there 
. tooppoſe thoſe new ariſing Hereſtes, that draw their ſpecious pre- 
zences from thoſe obſcure Scripinres , and do not inexpreſs words 
contradict any plain Texts, it there be no ſafe way to ſpeak againſt 
them, or to ſpeak atall in Divine matters, but inexpreſs words 
of Scripture? Nay our Author, as it happens, 1s aware of this 
horrid conſequence, and admits it : blaming for his Imprudence 
that moſt prudent and moſt pious Conftantine (as he calls him) the firſt 
and beſt of Chriſtian Emperours, that hedid not purſue his own [n- 
tentions, to ſuppreſs all Diſputes and all new Wueſtions of God the 
Son, both Homoouſian and Homotouſian., and Command all to ac- 
quieſce in the very Scripture Expreſſions without any addition , and 
then he is confident the Arrian Hereſte had ſoon expir d, Why, this 
was the very deſign of thoſe Arrians themſelves , chat which they 
droveat in the Court, that which they urged in all their little 
Councels and Cabals; tha Silence might be injoyn'd both Parties, 
and che NVicene Profeſſion of Faith not impos'd upon them : as if 
it hadnot been ground enough for the Church ſafely to declare and 
degnez One divine kfſence in the Trinity, when St, John had ſet it 
down, There be Three that bear ituefi in Heaven, the Father, the 
S-n, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three are One, wu mo i» ein, \\ {11t 
Gonifics%Ey bur num, that is, UraRes,or Ina &(ſentia, Ons t ) 
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CF 
and what 5s 'Owwen®r more than this? Only the Church had a re- 
c<iſity of uſing that word directly to meet and encounter the op- 
polite *OwwnSF, which the Hereticks took up, to ſpeak their new 
Faith ina new Term, and beſide and againſt the Scriprure, 

But this Principle will miſlead him farther yer ; for vpon his 
meaſures and rules of Faith, what will become of our Prime axd 
moſt neceſſary Principles of Faith (as he very truly calls them,p.4 } 
the Trinity three Perſons and one God? Why do we find this Au- 
thor p. 29. ſolemnly affirming this in the preſence of God, that he 
has known ſome paſs for very good Prexchers that could not give a 
good account of the Atharaſian Ceed, 1 ſuppoſe this Author paſſes 
tor a very good Preacher himſelf, and firm'y believes this Creed, 
and prefefſes his Falth by it openly inthe Church: yer what good 
account can hegive of this Creed, if we have zo other ſafe way to 

zak of Divine matters, but in Scripture language, and way not 
fafely uſe Dedudtions or Inferences from Scripture? How many 
Terms are there in the Athanaſtan , which to ſeek for in the Apo» 
ſiles Creed or in the whole Bible, were to as much purpoſe, as it 
was for the 01d affected Ciceronian in Eraſmus, to labour and toil 
his brains to turn that Creed into Cicerontan Latin? Yet theſe 
are the Terms in which the Catholick Church has thought ſhe 
ſpoke ſafely in theſe Divine matters ; But it ſeems ſhe has ſpoken 
all this wile at the peril of her underſtanding. In the mean time the 
old dormant Hzrefies may ſafely revive agiin, as the Mopzothelites 
that affirmed that there was Þut one Will in Chriſt, and the eſto» 
rians that aſſerted there were two Perſons in Chriſt, &c. Now, 
their Ghoſts may riſe and walk and invade the Church again, un- 
der this Author's ſhadow : for though by immediate Conſequen- 
ces they deſtro), the Faith, and rob us of our Saviour ; Yet theſe 
Conſequences are only Rational Deduttions , au Human (or Hea- 
then) way of Argumenting (as he words ir.) But there's zo ſafe way 


_ to ſpeak of theſe Divine matters but in Scripture language, |pſiſſimis 


verbis; with the very ſame words: Then theſe and twenty other 
ſorts of Hzreticks are ſafe enough , unleſs they /ay afide their 
Diſpuiſes and turn ſuch errant Moon-caives, as to ſtate their Hzre- 
tical conciuſions point blank contradictory to ſome expreſ- Pro- 
poſitions in the Bible, But any thing to avoid the plague of School- 

| C Divinity 
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Divinity (as he very feelingly calls i”) thn" 7 tare ſay, he was 
never infeted with it ; Bur al.5! poo oi. 4/4/7440 had a touch 
of it, and ſo had Athanaſius before him. nnu fit wo Leieve this 


Author, Many of the Primitive Dottors and Fathers being COBUEN= 
red from Heatheniſm, and having by long and great induſtry acquir'd 
much knowledge in Natural Philoſophy, Antiquity, Hiſtory, and ſubtle 
Logick or Sophiſtry, were very unwilling to abandon quite theſe their 
long ſtudied and dearly beloved Sciences (falſly jo called) and therefore 
tranſlated them into Chriſtianity , applying their School-Terms, Di- 
ftinctions, Syllogiſms, Ec. to Divine matters , intending perchance 
through indiſcreet Zeal to illuſtrate and imbelliſh Chriſtian knowleds 
with ſuch Artificial forms and figures, but rather defaced and ſpoiled 
i. Kindly and learned)y ſpoken of Learn:zg in genera), and Re- 
verently ſpoken of the Primitive Dodors and Fathers! Why, he 
could hardly have declared himſelf with greater animoſity and 
ſeverity againſt Gregory de Valentia, or Suarez, or ſome other of the 
late Popiſh Schooler. As for the Fathers, that they were no defa- 
cers or ſpoilers of Chriſtianity, 'tis defence enough for them, if I 
alledge 1n their behalf the Teſtimony of One that was none of their 
greate(t Champions,even Mr. Dale himſe]f: who in that very book, 
which he was ſo wany years ColleQing and writing on purpoſe to 
expoſe them for all their little failings ; yet he confefſes and con- 
tends, that they were guilly of no Errors amounting to Hereſies in 
their Controverſies of Faith. And by this Author's good leave, 
the Fathers were not the men that corrupted our Chriſtianity 
through Philoſophy ; but if any have done ſoit is rather that ſort 
of men (the Popiſh Schoolmen,) who (pardon the expreſſion) 4- 
riſtoteliz'd the Fathers. As for the Elder Schoolmen their deſign 
was noble, to draw the whole Scheme of Divinity into ſuch order 
and method, that a Divine might ſtr and fee, as it were, his whole 
Woridof Matter before him 3 and to arm him at all points where 
he might poſſibly be attaqu'd, they ſet themſelves to go into the 
bowels of all Controverſies , herein they have often exceeded in 
beating matters toothin ; and I ſay not, all their Armour was of 
Proof, but that which is firm and good, asa great deal of it is, 
ought not to be thrown away becauſe itis too heavy for ſome mens 
ſhoulders, That unlucky Paxtenm ſert vp Diſputing ( if you?! 
take 
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take our Author's word for it) in School of Alexandria,though 
others verily believe that one St, Paul before him , diſputed dai!y 
for the ſpace of two years inthe School of one Tyrannus. And ſome 
differ from this Author's Opinion, that the damnable Herefie of 
the Arrians ſprang from the School of Pantznus, they rather think , 
and our Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians ſay, that Arrimas's ſpleen had ne- 
ver wrought ſo furiouſly againſt che Church, but only of a diſap- 
pointment he received in his aſpiring expedations of ſyme great 
Biſhoprick, x 

But we muſt needs look back to the ſecond and third pages, to 
ſce how he juſtifies all this, by alledging and proving, with a great 
deal adoe, from Reaſon and Scripture, that \'s man ſhould be fort'd 
to Believe, for No man canbe forc'd to Believe, As for example 
(ſaies he) If you holda clear printed book, with aclear Candle, to a 
man of clear eyes, and able to read; he will certainly read : But if 
the print be not clear, or the Candle, or his fight not clear , or he not 
learned to read; Can = force make himread ? and juſt ſo it s with 
our Underſtanding, which i the eye of our Soul, and a Demonſtration 
being 44 a Candle to give light 5, If then your Demonſtration or De- 
duition, or his Underſtanding be not clear , or he not Learned ; You 
may with a Club daſh out his brains, but newer clea/ them, [t were 
eafie to confound his Similitude , by ſheiwing the diſproportion 
between the parts of it. For he brings the ſenſe of Seeing, which 
is linkt andty'd to the dull dimenſions of a Body, and the ſtudied 
acquir'd faculty of Reading , which is the other term on the one 
ſide; I ſay he brings theſe into compariſon with our {nrderſtand- 
ing,which he calls the Eye of our Soul; and a Demozſtration which 
he makes the Candle to grve it light : But if it be, as he ſuppoſes 
here, a Demonſtration indeed abou: things abſolutely neceſſary for 
us to know, it muſt of neceſſi:y ſo irrefiſtibly dart its beams into 
the mind of any, that is not born withour any brains to ler them 
in, as there ſhall need no force to clear them. But *tis more to © 
my purpoſe to retort his Similitnde thus: Suppoſe you held a 
clear-printed book, with a clear Candle, to a man of clear eyes ; 
and ſuppoſe :he man ſhuts his eyes, and ſuppoſe all men that 
look upon him attentively, ſee thar he ſhu's his eyes ( as that's 
a thing may he ſeen) [ or, which is all one, that he Gops his 
ears (as ſome that will not ſo much as enter our Church-doors) 
C 2 refa- 
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refuſing to hear the woice of the Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely} 
and ſuppoſe this book thus held to him be the Word of God ic 
ſeIf** Then, ſince the ſame Word tells us, that ſome may be damn'd 
for ſhutting their eyes upon it ; Certainly the Magiſtrate may, and 
ought to force him not to wink ſo hard, but to openhis eyes: (and 
ſure all this may be done without daſhing out his brains with a 
Club) and then indeed it will follow that he wil certainly read, but 
not otterwiſe. The Jews in Rome are conſtrain'd once a week to 
hear a Chriſtian's Sermcn: The Pope indeed cannot make the 
Jews Peiieve, but he can wake them hear,un.eſs they coſe up their 
Fars with wool, or purpoſely ſend their Wits a woo] gathering 
(as the Country phraſe is) which would be a faulc in their Wills, 
to be puniſh'd if it could be provd :; Whereas this Author would 
aſcribeall to mens want of common Underſtanding, or want of 
Diſcerning ability in the matters now in queſtion, which are the 
great mattersof Faich. Bur God is wanting tono man in Neceſfa- 
ries : and the Reaſon which helps every man to ſee theſe Truths, 
at lezſt when they are ſhew'd and pointed out to him, is a vulgar, 
a popularthing. But ſure this Author imagines there area World 
of Idiots, that he may not be forc'd to admit any mans hypocriſie 
and wilfulnefs to be groſs and palpable. Thus he concludes, Our 
force may make himblinder, but never ſee clearer, may make him an 
Fiypocrite, no True Convert. No! by this Author's favour, he that 
ſhuts his eyes, yer pretends to ſee clearly, is an Hypocrite already: 
and we that would oblige him to opex hi eyes, whether he will or 
no, do not go the way to make him an Hypocrite,but a zrue Convert 
from his ſinful Hy pocriſie. 

But he ſtil] eagerly purſues his il|-choſen Principle in miſtaken 
charity : If a man av mot ſee athing clearly contain'd there#( i, e. in 
Scripture ) you cannot force either hu Sight or his Faith. p. 4. He 
had ſaid before, p.33 He then that believes the Scripture , cannot 
but believe what you clearly demonſtrate from Scripture , if he hath 
clear brains: if he have not, your force may puzzle and pudale his 
brains more, by the paſſion of Anger and Hatred, &rc. And again in 
the ſame page , Cay you drive Faith, like a Nail into his head or 
heart with a hammer ? //Nay, "tis not in a mans own power to make 


himſelf Believe any thing farther thay his Reaſon ſhews him; much 
leſs 
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leſs Divine things. Put this together (and there's a great deal more 
of it) and ſee whether it does not lead us into the very dreps of 
Mr. Hobbs's Divinity 5 that is, Fatality, For if it be not inany 
man's power to diſcern Fundamental Truths (of which we are 
creating in this Chapter)when they are }aid before his eyes; Then 
I am ſure it is none of his fault : of which the reſult is this, thar 
whereas our Saviour has pronounc'd , that He that Believes ſhall 
be ſaved, and he that believes zot (that is, be that disþ<clicves after 
a ſufficient propoſa') (ball be dawned ; /This Author will have it, 
that He who does not believe, even after ſuch Evidence, cannot be- 
Jieve, and therefore cannot be ſaved, and ſ5cannot avoid being 
damned.Oaly,this Au hor is better natur'd indeed than Mr. Hobbs, 
who allows the Civi! Mapiſtrate to corre@&, and even to cut off 
thoſe that are thus nieceflitated to do cvil Cas men kil! Vermin or 
noxious Creatures:) Whereas this Author {as much in the other 
extreme ) dares go no farther than that a Chriſtian Magiſtrate 
ſhould puniſh, or baniſh thoſe that trouble the Church of Chriſt with 
Do@rines apparently contrary to the clear Text, and ſuch as are de- 

rufive to Chriſtianity, But who ſha!l be Judge whar is clear ? or 
what 15 thus deſtrudFive? the Party accuſed,or the Civil Magiſtrate? 
For,as for the Eccleſiaſtick, he makes the Church all along in this 
diſcourſe a Party : and we ſhall ſee anon that he will not allow her, 
even ina General Council,for a competent Judge,to be rely'd up- 
on by both Parties, nonot in poznts of Faith, But if he dares go no 
farther than this, I dare not goſofar : I am very far from thinking, 
as he doe:, that it was any part of St. Paul's m-aning in this place, [ 
wiſh they were even cut off that trouble you; to wiſh there were a fit- 
ting power,that # a Chriſtian Magiſtrate ,to puniſh or baniſh them: and 
his Reafon is nothing, why St. Pautſhould zot mean here, a cutting 
off from the Church by way of Excommunication : for that (faies 
he) was in his Power to do, Why then ſhould he wiſh it? Tc 
might be 2» his Power , that is, he wanted not Authority, bur 
yet he might juſtly apprehend it a perillous thing, formally to 
cut off and Excommunicate ſo numerous and powerful a Fa&ign, 
for fear of ſome great Apoſtaſie from Chriſtianity ; from which 
theſe men, by his favour, had not ct off themſelves though 
they ran into Schiſms or Hzrefies. Therefore he might well 
conſt- 
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conſider it as a thing rather to be wiſht than executed: 
and if this were no wiſh of St, Paz!'s making, that the Troublers 


of the Church might be puniſht or baniſpt, then I cannot find in my 
heart to go along with this Auchor in making it my with, that they 


ſhould either be baniſbt or more ſeverely puniſbt for the preſenc, 
than by forcing them into our Churches Cwhence they have indeed 
baniſhe themſelves) that they may hear our Defences of an honeſt 
Cauſe. Andif it wring their Conſciences to come thither to 


Prayers, I cannot chuſe but make another wiſh, that they might 


firſt be ſatisfied either in our publique or private Conferences 
with their Leaders. The notable cfieq of ſuch Conferences, he 


that does not believe let him but read what my Lord Biſhop of 


Wincheſter, (then of Worceſter,) printed, of what paſs*t, in that 
ſhort one, at Worceſter-houſe, or the Sevoy, where as ſoon as ever 
it came to writing in Syllogiſm, which this Author ſo deſpiſes 
here and every where, the Adverſe Party was driven immediately 
co that wild Aſſertion, that whatſoever may be the occaſion of ſin to 
any, muſt be taken away, But this Author, without making any 
ſuch proviſion for their Souls, as hasany thing in it of conſtraint 
is for leaving them to their fate. As for thoſe (ſays he) who keep 
their erroneous Opinions to themſelves, who neither publiſh zor pra- 
tice any thing to the Diſturbance of the Church or State ( as if to 
ſet up Altar againſt Altar, were no Diſturbance) but only refuſe to 
conform to the Churches eſtabliſh'e DoArine or Diſcipline ( par- 
don me if | ſay) | cannot find any warrant, or ſo much as hint from 
the Goſpel to excuſe any force tocompel them, No! jetall ſuch live 
like Pagans, and go to no Churches at all, if they have a mind 
tot. | | 
But he knows full well there is a common Objettion againſt the Ma- 
giſtrate's uſing any Compulfion, taken from Sr. Auguſtine, Some 
Heretiquts Donatiſts came to him in his latter days,and gave thanks 
that the Civil Power was made uſe of, to reſtrain them: Confeſſinp that 
was the means which brought them to conſider more calmly their own 
former extravagent Opinions, ana fo brought them home to the true 
Church. To this he anſwers, Firſt, the Donatifts are well known 
to have been a Sett, not only erroneous in Fudament, but wery tur- 
bnlent in Behaviour, always in ſeaitiows Prattices : and in that caſe 
| (he 
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(he tells us) he ſrw'd before how the Civil Magiſtrate may proceed 
to Puniſhment. But, he ſays, our Caſe is not in repreſſing Seditious 
Pratitices, but enforcing a Confeſſion of Faith, quite of another Na- 
ture. Though could eafily and juſtly retort him a ſharper ans 
ſwer,T ſay only this; the very At againſt them calls them Seditious 
Conventicics : And openly to break ſo many known Laws of the 
Land, after ſo many reinforcements, is not this to be Turbulent ? 
And was it not ever underſtood fo in all Religions ? even in hea- 
then Rowe ? The moſt learned P. eAfrodins tells us, when a ſort 
of Innovators kept their Conventicles in oppoſition to the way 
receiv'd among them of worſhipping their Gods, the Senate made 
an AG there ſhould be no ſuch Meetings, as tending to the Diſtur- 
bance of the State, and the Publique Peace, Ef fi quis tale Sa- 
crum ſolemne &* neceſſarium duceret, and if any one judged ſuch a 
Sacrifice to be neceſſary, and a Solemnity not to be omitted without 
a Crime, he was to rep1ir to the Prztor, and the Pretor was to 
conſult the Senate, when there were at leaſt a hundred Senators 
preſent (fo that the Rump of a Parliament would not do neither); 
And if the Senate gave him leave, it muſt be with this Condition, 
That when he performed his Offices of Religion his own way, zts 
id Sacrum faceret, anm ne plures quam quinque ſacrificio intereſſent, 
there ſhould not be above five perſons allow'd to be preſent at the 
eMeeting, Theſelf ſame number, beſides the Diſſenter's own 
Family, is ſo far forth endur'd by an AR of this preſent Parlia- 
ment, that there muſt be more then fre to make it a Conventicle : 
But whatare five to five hundred? as commonly they meet : And 
are not ſuch Meetings formidable ? and whatever is formidable to 
the Church and the State, is not that alſo Turbulent ? And if they 
were thus ſolicitous to preſerve and eſtabliſh, as a ſacred invio/a- 
ble thing che Idolatrous worſhip of their falſe Gods, what care of 
ours can be great enough to ſecure the Godly worſhip of the only 
True God, when it is ſhaken by ſuch Diviſions? Bur to return 
to St. Auſizz ; how did the Civil Magiſtrate proceed to puniſh the 
Donatiſts for their Sedition'?? even by laying his Commands upon 
them, at that good Father's Requeſt, That they ſhould: come to 
Church. A ſevere puniſhment and very likely indeed to be in- 
flicted upon them, as Traytors to the Imperial Crown! But - 

condly, 
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comdly, ſays he, to anſwer more particularly this flory, I ſuppoſe, ſays 


he, there is no man ſuch 4 ſtranger ts the world,as to be ignorant that 
there are Hypocrites init ; and ſuch (for ought we know) theſe ſeem- 
ing converted Donatiſts might be, who for love of this world more 
than for love of the Truth, forſook their heretical Profeſſion , though 
zot their Opinion; &c, Incowparable! for ought he knows , they 
were Hypocrites ! So for ought we know, This Author is all this 
while a Jeſuite, and writes this Pamphlet only to embroyl us Pro- 
teltants But he goes on ; Unleſs it can be evidenc't, that theſe 
Donatiſts hearts were changed, as well as their Profeſſion (a thing 
impoſſible to prove) all this proves nothing. Very good! So unleſs 
it can be evidexc't that he writes all this Pamwphlet from his Heart 
(which is impoſſible to be prov'd ) it all ſignifies juſt orhing. 
But thirdly, ſays he, put the caſe their hearts were really chang'd as 
to matter of belief, "tis evident their hearts were very worlaly ſtill , 
groveling on the earth, not one ſtep nearer Heaven, A horrible 
charitable ſaying ! we may forgive him any thing afcer this : as his 
ſuppoſing, in this next ſentence, that the pruning of the Tree by the 
Magiſtrate's Sword is doing evil. As for his putting the Caſe, Mal- 
chus had bzen converted by St. Peter's cutting off his ear, and ſay- 
ing, thu would not have excus'd St. Peter's aff, which our Savionr 
ſo ſharply reprov'd,” and threatned by periſhing with the ſword : In the 
firſt place (I humbly conceive) St. Peter was no Civil Magiſtrate : 
unleſs he that will notallow him to draw one Sword here asa pri- 
- vate Perſon, will admit the fine Monkiſh conceit of Ecce duo Gla- 
ait ! behold here are two ſwords, the Spiritual and the Temporal 
for Sr. Peter and his Succeſſors. And ſecondly, for his cutting 
of Malchwi's ear, I ſuppoſe there is ſome difference, between the 
Magiltrate's giving one an ear to hear with, or compelling one to 
hearken and |:ſten to reaſon ; and cutting ofF one's ear, or ſetting 
one fn the Pillory. 

Pat all this, he ſays, in reference to compelling men to believe 
or conform, ſtill reſerving to the Magiſtrate power according to Scrip- 
ture to puniſh evil drers, not evil believers, not who think , but 
ao publifh or do prattiſe ſomething to ſubvert the Fundamentals of 
Religion, or diſturb the Peace of the State, or injure their Neigh- 
bour. . God, the only ſearcher of hearts , reſerves to himſelf the 
puniſhment 
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puniſhment of evil thughts, of evil belief, which man can never 
have a right cognizance of. And does he take all rhis pains only 
ro put a fallacy upon us? and 5nly co prove the truth of an 0.d 
Adage, that Thought & free? And that no boJy © be pan fe tn 
this world for his Thoughts on:y ? or ther it js 2/1 Gne fora rhing 
not tobe, and not toappear tobe? Bur for all this,ev?! beljowers, 
if they profeſs their evil belief, plainly apprarev/! doers, and ar? 
to be created accordingly : Thought fprak nothing more againſt 
them or their greateſt Speakers, than that they way be brought tg 
our Churches, and give us a far hearins. 


Animadverſrons upon bis Appendix to ihe for- 
mer Subject. 


[S Appendix to the former Subje& begins with cerfuring 
the modeſty of our ficit Reformecs, for their deference tv 
the Ancient Fathers and Counci's, We thank him for this 

reproach. Hereby (ſays he) they were reduc't to great ſtraits 

in their Diſputations. He ſhall find bimſcit reduc't into much 
grea'cr before we have done with hun, for thus aſperſing and de- 
ſercing, both the Ancients, and the eAlodern Fathers (as I nay 
ſty'e them) of this Church, and the Reformarion, © His reaſon for 
thus rejeQing Antiquity is, becauſe ſome Popiſh Errors were crept 
very early into the Church. The <uperſtition of the Croſs and 

Chriſm were in uſe in the ſecond Cextury; They were in uſe: but 

none were then allowed in any ſuperſtitious abuſe of them, As 

for the Mulenary Error, and the Necejſity of Infants receiving the 

Bleſſed Sacrameat, ( Exrors indeed, but no Hereſies, and common 

Errors, bui by no means to be charged on the Church Univerſal of 

thoſe Ages, which is bur a Vulgar Ecror,) ſince the Papiſts,he con- 

felſes, rr1jedÞ rhemn both, Þ hope theſe do not prove the Fathers 

Papiſt- cor ie Heretiques, that the Reformers ſhould balk them 
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However it 5 Reformer urges them where he thinks they ſerve 
his turn. Sf. Cy prian tells us, that every Prepoſitas, which we call 

Biſoop 
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Biſhop, is to be guided by his own Reaſon and Conſcience ; and is re- 
ſponſible to God only for his Dorine, St. Cyprian only ſays inthe 
place which he means (though he 1s not pleas'd to quote it) that a 
Biſhop was Prepoſitus, and reſponſible to no other : that is, to noother 
Biſhop, and particularly not reſponſible to the Biſhop of Rowe. 
But Sr. Cyprian never ſays that a Biſhop is not reſponſible to the 
Church, or a Council of Biſhops, which without any uſurpation 
have always taken to themſelves the authority of calling even Pa- 
zriarchs to an account for their Doctrine: as that General Conn- 
cil held at Conſtantinople by the Emperour Conſtantinus Pogonatus , 
judg'd, and condemn'd five Parriarchs at once, and Honoriz the 
Pope of Rome for one of them. 

But St. Avgulline believed it a dire Hereſie to hold there were 
any Antipodes.'Tis true, he held there were none, and rally'd thoſe 
that held chere was any ſuch thing: This was for wan: of under- 
ſtanding the Syſtem of the Worid, which in thoſe Apes few under- 
ſtood before the Jate Diſcoveries. Put St. Auguſtine is ſalictle 
guilty of believing it ci hera DiredFor an Indire& Hereſge, that he 
ſcarce makes Religion at all concera'd inict. And if he touch it 
only as a point of Philoſophy; then his Reputaticn of Wir is as 
ſafe as that of Herodstns and Lucretius, and wany of the greateſt 
Wits , that made as fine Burleſques as he, upon this opinion of 
Antipodes. But if ſo great a Divine as St. Auguſtine, and fo great 
a Scholar as LaFantius were ijab'e to ſuch miſtakes for want of 
Skill in the Mathematiques ; Then why does this Author inveigh 
2g2.n{t that part of Learning fora Divine, in his preaching Chapter. 
P-27.and 23? 

He can't but wonder that men of any brains or modeſty ſhould fo 
groſuly abuſe this ſaying of our Saviour, He that will not hear the 
Church, let himbe unto thee 45 a Heathen and a Publican, ſpoken of 
private differences between man and man, to be referr'd to the De- 
termination of the (hurch, that #, the Congregation of the Faithful 
which they uſually and by order ſhould aſſemble in ; and refer this to 
the Church in General, in matters of Faith, not in the leaſt pointed 
at there. He wiil have much ado to make us believe that a wan is 
not bound to tel] his brother of Hereſie, a matter of ſo great Con- 
Conſequence, and to tell it to the Church, if his Brother will nor 
, hear 


. 3 th: [<a 


—_— £55 Y 


jug _— £55-Y 


JMI 


C19) 
hear him ; and yet prove that he is bound to do this, in matter of 
private difference, or petty quarrel berween them, Wherefore 
(to borrow his own Concluſion of this matter} I paſs this over as 
very Impertinent, 

And ſo is that which follows, Ido zot believe, nor arms | bound by 
Scripture to believe ſuch Expoſitions as the Popiſh Church makes of 
this place, That the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt the Church. 
Who bids him believe the Popiſh Expoſitions ? Bur if that place 
be not ſpoken of the Roman Church, therefore does it fignifie no- 
thing to prove the Viſibility or Indefeltibility of the Catholique 
Church # Bur *cis plain he advances the Notion of a Church Ilavi- 
ſible, 4 Church that ſhall be driver into the Wilderneſs (where her 
Ninety nine Ceremonies are to be left to atiend her) ſcarce wiſible 
2 the World : whereas the Learned underſtand that place of the 
Churches Perſecutions the firſt three hundred years, which made 
it the more 1jJuſtriouſly viſible: and our nineteenth Article calls it 
the viſible Church of Chriſt. 

Now he proceeds to the buſineſs of General Councils, whether they 
may Err in ſome points of Faith ?* The Church of England 
acknowledges they way Err, and have Err'd in things pertaining 
to God, No doubt of ir, But this Author immediately flics 
higher, with a why not in ſome points of Faith, All the Evan» 
gelical Dodtors grant (ſays he) that the later General Conncils have 
Err'd: if ſo, why not the former £ what promiſe had the former 
from Chriſt more than the later? True, there is no more promiſe 
ro a Counnil of the fourth Age, or to that of Ne, than to one 
that ſhould be held in the ſeventeenth, if ic were as General and as 
free. He asks concerning this promiſe, The Gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt the Church , what's this to 8 General Council ( which 
is) not the thouſanath part of the Clergy,nor the thouſand thouſanath 
part of the Church ? We ſhall find him miſtaken in this Account at 
long running Laſtly, he ſhews his charitable Divination,in fore- 
reiling how much more miſchicf General Councils would have 
done, if more of them had been conven'd. But ſay you (fays he) 
No General Council determin'd thoſe Errors ? Why ? becauſe none 
was call*d about them: had any heen call d, who can doubt but they 
would have avow'd that in the Council , which they all taxght in 

D 2 thei, 


( 20 ) 3 
their Churches ? This he ſays: but his Tes's and Nay's are no | 3 
Oracles with us: For why ſhould they be, when a General Coun- | 
cil is not ſo with him? Then preſently he humbly craves par- 
don for his” bold preſumption : viz. of theſe hard ſayings againſt 
General Councils. And 1 as humb!y beg leave to ſpeak for them | 
in behalf of the Church of Ergland, and the Law of the Land: ; 
both which I'me ſure I have on my ſide, and both give much des . | 
ference to General Councils. The twentieth Article of our 
Church has theſe words, The Church has Authority in matters of 
Faith ; And the Statute of the Land runs thus, (El:z. 1. cap.1.) 
That none, however commiſſioned , ſhall in any wiſe have auths- 
rity or power to erder or determine, or adjuadge any eMatter or 
Canſe to be Hereſie, but only ſuch as heretofore have been deter- 
mined, ordered or adjudged to be Hereſie, by the authority of the 
Canonical Scriptures, or by the firſt four General Comncils , or any 
of them, or by any other General Council, wherein the ſame was 


declared Hereſie , by the expreſs and plain woras of the ſaid Ca- 
nonical Scriptures , or ſuch as hereafter (ball be ordered, judged, or 


determined to be Hereſie bythe Court of Parliament of this Realm 
with the Clergy in their Convocation. But tor all this we do not confeſs 
or acknowledge all or wany of thoſe for General Councils, which 
they at Trext, or which Bellarmize is pleas'd to account for 
ſuch, a parcel of eighteen of them ; But thoſe very few we count 
for General,which the Church Zxtverſal, before the unhappy breach x 
between Eaſt and Weſt, recerv'd for General. 

But now to unravel the skein which is much entangled and ruf- 
fled inhis confuſed way, the diminutions he puts upon peneral 
Councils may be reduc'd to theſe three Heads. 

1. That General Counci!s may err in points of Fatth, becauſe they 
have ao promiſe to the contrary. | 

2, Becauſe they want Numbers, even of the Clergy, being xt | 
the thouſanath part of them : and therefore (to put this Argument as » is 
far as ever it will go) are not truly General. ; . 

3, Becauſe of the prejudices they that ſhould fir in Council 
would bring along with them ; and then Who can doubt but they 
would avow that in the Council, which they all taweht in their 
Churches? 
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1. Inanſwer to his firſt Exception, I premiſe theſe limitations. 
If by Erring in ſome points of Faith, he means ſome points belong- 
ing to the Pzezy of Faith (as Divines uſe to ſpeak 5 Jor to the Per- 
fedtion of Faith, or remotely belonging even to the Fſſexce or Xe» 
cefſity of Faith, and wounding it by far-fercht Conltequences ; I 
will not geny but even Great Counci:s may poſſibly be circumvens 
red for a times yer I may ſafely venture (with our Learned and 
Pious Dr. Hammozd in his Parezeſis) to reckon it among the pie 
creaibilta, or a thing piouſly credible (as we ſay) that God w/ll zet 
permit a Council truly General andF; ee toerr in Fundamentals; which 
thus far only I preſume to explain, that God will never permit 
them to deny and declare againſt any Fundamental Truth, and 
much leſs to affirm and declare any Fundamental Erronr to be a 
Truth, and leaſt of a:l to declare it a Fundamental Truth. And 
if this Author asks which of God's Promiſes give us encourage- 
ment to hope and believe this, I refer him to the Propher 1ſatah. 
Chap.30.v.20. 4zd though the Lord give you the bread of idverſity, 

and the water of Ifflifttion ; yet ſhall not thy Teachers be removed 
into 4 Corner any more ; but thine eye ſhall fee thy Teachers. That 
this Chapter is Evangelical will not, I ſuppoſe, be denied ; and 
ſo isthat Iſa7.54., 17, and every tongue that jhall riſe againſt thee is: 
Judgment ſhalt thou condemn. If this be denied to be fpoken of the 
Chriſtian Church, I prove it undeniably from our Saviour's ap- 
plication of the Context, Ard all thy Children (hail be taught of 
Goa, It was then a Prerogative of the Chriſtian Church thar her 
Teachers ſhould be driven into a Corner no more, that is. be always 
Viſible even when the Lord gave them the bread of 4f/lifion.that is, 
even in #imes of Perſecution, as the Lawfu! Cathq'ick Biſhops were 
never more Viſible than when the intruding Arriazs, that were far 
enough from being Lawful Biſhops, perſecuted them away from 
their Biſhopricks and drove their Perſons indeed into Cormers ; 
yet they held inte[ligence,and kept exact correſpondence with on? 
another ſti:],and with all their Flocks that perſever*d in the Faith; 
and diſowned the uncanonical A4rr/a Biſhops. This they did by 
their Litere Formate ; by this method the Church preſery*d in 
her Communion her own members awidſt their Diſperſions,ard be- 
fore any General Councils, except at Feraſalem heid by the Apo- 
ſt!es 
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 ſtl-»s themſclves, though the greateſt Hereſtes aroſe early ; by this 
weans they proclaim'd their Faith Joudeft of all, then when they 
were filenc'd and excluded by the Arrians from their own Pulpits; 
as the Sufferings which happened to St. Paul fell out rather to the fur- 
therance of the Goſpel. So that his bonds in Chriſt were manifeſt in 
a'l the pal uce,and in all other places, and many of the Brethren in the 
Lord waxing confident by his bonds, were much more bold to ſpeak the 
word without fear ; Phil,1.,12,13,14. And if the Church has a pow- 
er of Condewmning in judgment every tongue that riſes up againſt her ; 
| think this amounts to a promiſe,a glorivus promiſe(and there are 
many ſuch} that a!l or near all the Biſhops in the Chriſtian world, 
ſhail never apparently fall from an Outward Profeſſion at leaſt of 
the/Ca:ho!ick Faith in Fundamentals, and profeſs the quite con- 
trary Hereſics inſtead of them. And he that will not atlow thus 
much ar lealt ro the Church, muſt run into wild acry ſuppoſitions 
of Sheep without any Shepherds , People witnout any Prieſts, a 

Church without any Orders,and as inviſible as the Leviathan makes 

it in his Parallel between the Church of ' Rome and the Kingdom of 
Fayries. Thus far methinks this Author ſhould go along with me, 
for all his asking What's this to a General Conncl ? for the promiſe 

was made to the whole Boay of the Church , ſince even he acknow- 

ledges that the Gates of Hell would prevail againſt Her, if the De- 

vil could ſo wound the whole Body of the Church as to deſtroy the Vi- 

tals, the Fundamentals, Andif this be not a Mortal wound to the 

Boay,to loſe all its Paſtors andiTeachers by their falling into Formal 

and Mortal Hereſie z then nothing atall can wound it deadly, bur 

a Total Diſlolution of all and every one of its members: andar 

this ra:e, this Author may fancy, asa certain great Enthuſiaſt did 

before him, that "Himſelf ai'one_ might be the Catholick Church, 

and that it wight wholly ſubſiſt in his Single Perſon. Bur he would 

fain avoid this inconvenience, though a General Couuncil ſhould 

fall inco ſuch Fandamental Errour, and perſiſt in 1t, becauſe 

S2c:nuly (ſais hc) *Tis not the thouſanath part of the Clergy, nor 

the thouſand thouſanath part of the Church , which in the Scripture 

# alvoies put for the whole Body of the Faithful, thouch of late it be 

tranſlited into quite another notion , and taken for the Clerg y only. 

] anſwer, if tae Church be alwaies put for the whole Body , yet the 
Cl:rgy ſure are the voice or the menth of that Boay, and God 

has 
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has promiſed Iſay $9,20. And the Redeemer ſhall come to Ziow (To 
put it out of doubt that all this Chapter is Goſpel ;) :and unto 

them that turn from tranſgreſſion in Jacob, ſaith the Lord As 
for me this is my Covenant with them, ſaith the Lord , my Spirit 
which is upon thee, and my words which | have put in thy mouth, 
[hall not depart out of thy mouth , nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, 
nor out of the month of thy ſeeds ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from hence- 
forth and for ever; Farther I a&-1our of the Author's own con- 
feſſion, in his Chap. concerning Biſhops and Prieſts, The Church was 
alwaies governed by Biſhops, that is by one, whatſoever you pleaſe to 
call him, ſet over the reſt of the Clergy, with tuthority to ordain, to 
exhort, to rebuke, to judge and cenſure as he found cauſe : no other 
form of Government is mentioned by any Author for fifteen hundred 
years, from the Apoſtles downwards. I wake account then , that a 
General Council of Biſhops is, as Tertulian ſtyles ir, Repreſenta- 
tio totiru nomins Chriſtiant, a Repreſentative of all that are called 
Chriſtians, Inferiour Clergy as well as Laity ; And what then it 


' they are nat the thouſandth part of the Clergy, nor the thouſand 


thouſandth part of the Laity ? nay, to ſtrengthen his Argumen”, 
what if there isnot aQually met in Council the twentieth part of 
the Biſhops that are in the Chriſtian World ? Suppoſe that all are 
invited with aſſurance of ſafe conduGt toa place of ſecurity, and 
time enovgh allowed for their Convening , ajl which can never be 
effected without the conſent of Kings and Princes , and without 
that it never muſt be attempted : nevertheleſs, becauſe very many 
cannot poſſibly take ſucha voyage, and muſt needs be abſeor, it 
was never pretended to have the force of a General Counci! , ill 
it was waniſeſtly accepted by thoſe abſent Biſhops of the Church 
Univerſal whereſoever diſperſed , or at leſt by the viſibly Major 
part of them, ſo that it might appear to any one at firſt plympſe 
(as they ſay) and without any ſcrupvulons enquiry , which way 
their much greater number had declared themſelves. If there be 
ſtill a few Diſſenters *cis inconfiderable , as what were ſeventeen 
Arrian Biſhops (for there were no more Ar7r/axs that were lawful 
Biſhops) in the Council of NVzce, where there were three hun- 
dred and eighteen Catholique Paſtors , equal a!moſt ro the num- 
ber of Servants bred up in the Houſe of 4brahame 
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"I know not then what they mean that would evacuate and an- 
nihilacte a'moſt the whole authority of Genera: Counciis,by ſend- 
ing us to Orrelins's Mapps or Geographical Tables, bidding us 
take a ſurvey of all the preat Cathedrals or Metropoiitical 
Churches, and then demand of us whe: her there were ever any 
Councils ſo Cecumenical from which above haif the Biſhops of 
theſe Sces were not abſente Fruez burit they were preſent ups 
on their own Charges, and did bur v. tat would be certainly re- 
quired and exaged of them there, or wherever they were ; they 
mult needs accept, ſubſcribe, recite, publiſh, and preach, and cauſe 
to be preacht over ail their Dzoceſes, the Decrees concerning the 
Faith, ſuch as the Nicene Crecd or the Con{tantinopolitan : Nay, 
the Biſhops did many times ſummon Provinctal and National Comme 
cils to fit a little before and at the fame time with the General, on 
purpoſe to ratifi: and ſpread their Decrees. And if any Council 
was pretended to be General and Free when it was not ſo, as was 
the ſecond of Vice, which being overaw'd by an Imperious Wo- 
man Irexe , Decteed Image-worſhip , Immediately two or three 
other great Weſtern Councils, as that of Framcforr in Germany, 
and that at Paris, and the Britiſh Biſhops, declar'd themſelves 
openly againit ir, And Charles the Great himſelf wrote againſt 
it. Whuilft this exa& Correſpondence was among all the Biſhops 
of the Cat holique Church , and in every Dioceſe between the 
Biſhop aad his Clergy, andall his Flock, then as one of the Fa- 
thers glories, If any man askt the way tothe Catholique Church, no 
Heretique had the face to ſhew him the way to his particular Church, 
as if that were the Catholique. And thus although the Body of the 
Clergy be a thouſand times greater (as this Author obſerves) then 
any Council,and for this very reaſon for their unmanageable num- 
bers, cannor be convened in one place,mr their Ssffrages gather- 
ed, yer 'tis obſervable that the HKntverſality or whole Fraternity 
of Chriſtians that were in the Apoſtles fellowſhip or Communion, 
had honourable men: ion made of them and of their concurrence 
inthe Letter of Decifion from thar firſt Apoſtoltcal Conncil in the 
Atts of the Apoſtles. And ſo the Lepgates of Princes and ſeveral 
learned Prieſts and Deacons have been Aſſeſſors to General Conncils, 
but no Voters there (for that were endiels) O conſenticndo (ub- 
. ſo isfere, 
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ſeripſere (that is) ſubſcribed their aſſent and conſent ; therefore 
our Author isnot to think it a eMoropoly of ours, though the 
word Church be ſometimes ſed and taken for the Clerpy on'y : 
for as I ſhew'd before, there can be zo ſheep without Shepierds, 
ſo 'tis an equal abſurdity t9 imagine, that the Shepherds ſhould be 
preſerved without their ſheep. | 

Bur if hewill grant any thing at ali by way of deference to 
the Charches Judgment, he muſt not taik ro us of the whole Body, 
nor of his houſands and thouſand thouſands, for fear of falling 
into the new o7al-Traaition-way, that rare invention of learning 
what is the Faith, by ſifting and finding out (if we can) whar 
was held at all times, and in all places, by all the Midwives, and 
the Dry-Aarſes, and the Common People. 

1 comenow to his laſt pretence againſt the Churches Au» 
thority"in General Councils, The Prejudices they that ſhould fir 
in Council would bring along with them:and then who can dowbt 
but they would avow that in the Conncil which they all tauzht in 
their Churches? 

This again is a piece of my Author's unthought of Popery, 
for the Papiſts are not able to endure Councils free and truly 
General, whichnever fail'd to ſwinge their Popes and their Po- 
pery too; that is, the Quinteſcence of it,the Popes Supremacy : 
as no doubt they would condemn many other of their Doarines 
and Pracices, but that as there have been no ſuch Councils of 1a- 
ter Apes,ſfo indeed there was no ſuch Church at Rome in former 
Apes when there were ſuch Gonxcils : and the Conncil of Trent 
has made their Church fo quite another thing, that we may well 
retort them their own Queſtion , Where was your Churth before 
Luther ? Now ask them for any Decree of a General Council 
for praying to Saints, or worſhipping Images, or the like, if we 
reje& the Council of Trent (as we would do the Aﬀembly of 
Divinesat Weſtminſter) they reply, the viſibly Major part of the 
Church , both Eaſt and Weſt, have introduc'd it : and 

(as our Author expreſſes himſelf in another Inſtance) They all 
have taught it in their Churches, therefore if they met in Coun- 
cil, who can doubt but they would avow it £ - | deſire to remind 
theſe over-haſty Opiniators of that well known and remarka- 
| E ble 
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ble ſtory concerning Paphautizes , at the Sacred Orcumenical 
Council of Nice : when the Queſtion was debated earneſtly 
there, Whether married Prieſts ſhould be ſeparated ſrom their 
wives ? or nog and when the Major part of Biſhops inclin'd 
to the wrong ſide, even to forbid them cohabiting ary longer, 
the great Paphnutizs ſt:0d up and fer them right ; proving the 
ancient Tradition or Cuſtom of the Church to the contrary: And 
with one Speech he turn'd the whole Council: for it is one 
thing to ſtrikeat randoin, as commonly Polemical Authors do, 
or to oppoſe thoſe paſſages in their Adverſaries books, which 
are ready to fall of themſelves, and to paſs by thoſe which urge 
and preſs them harder; and quite another thing co keep one 
anOther to a point, till ir comes to an iſſue upon the whole 
affair : But this can hardly be when two Controvertilts areas 
far diſtanc from each other in Place, as they are in Opinion. Buc 
if ſober, good and learned men were conven'd and met, pre- 
pared with ſtudy, not for a vain wrangle or victory ; but for a 
mature deliberation to give ſuch an account of their Belief,that 
all might end in ſome fixt deterinination, after full convidtion ; 
If Preſidents and Moderators were deſign'd, with one to do the 
office of a Prolocutor or Speaker , to ſee that all might be 
done order!y, and proceed in ſtria and punGual form of Ars 
eument (a Merhod which this Author ſooften declares againſt, 
that he will not be this Prolocutor,) If the Ratzocinators on 
both ſides might have daies given them, to recal any thing that 
flipt inconſiderately from thew, that there might be no lying art 
tle catch (as they ſay ;3 If ſuch a Conference as this were 
protracted from time to time, till all were ripen'd for an iſſue ; 
Tf there were r-ady at hand all books that would be of uſe, 
Fathers eſpecially, and Former Councils, and above all the 
Holy Bible placed upon its Throne (as it was the cuſtom to 
place it in Ancient Councils ;) If I durſt hope to ſee but ſuch 
a Council as this, then I would hope to ſee the Church reſtor'd 
ro all her Ancient ſplendor and Serene glory. For I will buc 
appeal to this Author (if we way cowpare thoſe great things 
with our leſſer affairs) if he has ever done any exerciſe at Di- 
vinity-Diſputations in an Univerſity , what a vaſt difference 
| there 


—*: aea# 


i 


F ( 27 ) 
there is between fitting in ones ſtudy and writing ſuch Pamph- 
lets, as his and mine ; and defending in the School a material 
Dweſtion in Theolog y, where one ſtands a Reſpondent enc'oſed 
within the compaſs of his Pew; as Popilizs the Kiman Embaſ- 
i ſador to King Artiochn , made a circie with his wand about 
that Prince, and bid him give hima determinate anſwer before 
, he went out of it. Which puts me in mind of a certain Pope's 
Y reply (and it was a very ſhrewd one ) when he was impor- 

[ tun'd to call the Council of Trext,he pur them off a great while 

| with this Anſwer, that he-would zot fieht with a Cat inn Cnup- 
bord; meaning, he was loth to contend with all! the Pre'acy 
| ſhut up together, for then he knew they would flie in his face ; 
and ſo they did in the faces of his Succeſſors, notwithſtanding 
| all their Artifices : whereas he could deal well enough with 
them ſeveraliy and ata diſtance; And it is no wonder et all, if 
| the Biſhops of the Diffuſkve Church are fain to ſuffer and groan 
| under many of the Papal Abuſes, which they might eaſily reme- 
{ dy and reform, if they were proteted (as they ought to be) 
| by all Chriſtian Kings and Princes, in meeting and aQing 
” freely. But incowparably beyond any ſhort and cnrſory De- 
mn bates (ſuch as our Diſputations in Univerſities muſt needs be) 
1 are the advantages of a free General Counci! ( but Trent was 
þ neither Free nor General) to bring things in debate to a con- 
cluſion. I ſpeak now only of thoſe advantages that are in the 
nature of the thing it ſelf: what ſhall I ſay then of the Super- 
natural Aſſiſtances, from the Bleſſing of heaven upon ſuch a 
Meeting? For though it be promiſed, Whereſoeuer two or 
three are gathered together in my Name, there am I in the midſt 
of them, yet ſure St. Paul ſtrengthens the Argument, 2 Cor.4.15. 
that the abundant Grace might through the thankſeiving of many, 
redound to the glory of God. For by parity of Reaſon, if the 
- Thankſgivings, then the Judgments, and the Cenſares, and the 
Decrees of many, 1f not all the Governers of the Church, either 
mec inone place; or afterwards conſenting to the ſame thing, 
muſt alſo redound. to the glory of God. Whom therefore he 
diſhonours by Prophecying thus aforehand , that if any Gene- 
ral Conmcils had been called, they would have miſcarried. 
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And fo I have done with his two firſt Chapters concerning 


Articles of Faith ; upon which I have been the longer out of 
a juſt Indignartion, to ſee a man in his Enthuſiaſtick fit threſhing - 


of Fathers, and Cowncils,and Faith, and all into ſplinters. For 
what is behind, though he will everand anon enforce me to 
make a Severe refleion, yet it will hardly be capable all along 
of a Serious refuration. | 


Animadverſions on his Chapter concerning 
Ceremonies. 


Have ſeen the PiQure of an old Lawyer with this inſcrip- 
| tion upan it,that for a time he was the only Sergeant at Law 

in England; and then he appeared at the Common Pleas 
| for Plainti and for Defendant , and ſaid what he could ſay on 
either fide with great indifference to both. So one would think 
this officious Advocate thought himſelf the only Divine in 
Emgland, and that in this caſe of Ceremonies he had a privi- 
ledg of ſpeaking pro and com, But he quickly ſhews himſelf ſo 
earneſt « Pleader for one party (for ſo he magnifies himſelf to 
the Non-conformiſts 7» hi charitable Admonition, p. 64.) that 
he makes himſelf. a party againſt the other, He begins this 
Chapter with condemning the Non-conformiſts for breaking az 
evident Commandment without as clear evidence from Scriptare, 


(which he expreſsly affirms they have none , either.againſt 


Church- Service, p.22. or againſt the Ceremonies, p. 64.) to ſa- 
tifie themſelves in 4 doubtful matter , which (ſaies he) without 
doubt ts damnable. But he ends this Chapter with a long Speech 
he puts in our Saviour's mouth, pronouncing, as at the day of 
Judgment, the very Sentence of Damnation, againſt the Gover- 
ners of the Church, and Exa@ers of Obedience to its Lays: 
Had 1 mercy on you , and ſhould not you have had mercy on your 
fellow-Servants ? with the ſame meaſure -=_ weted, it ſhall be 
wreaſured to you again. | tremble to go farther. Sodo I tremble 
at this bold Harangue, But where are his Reaſons? Why, if 
Rational 
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Rational and Pathetica! be all one, we ſhall have demonſtrati- 
ons enough, But touch any of his flowers of Rhetorick, and 
"cis hardly worth the while to ſtand ſtill, and fee them fall in 
Pieces of themſelves. Reduce his Dec!amation into form. of 
Argumentation, and really then he will make another Declawa- 
tion (as we ſha)] find one anon in his Chapter about Preaching) 
againſt Sylogiſns and Enthymems, and that Logick which dif: 
covers fallacies in Ratiocination,as clearly as Arithmerick does 
cheats in our other accounts. | 
Firſt then he flouriſhes in the Air againſt the Surpiice. W hat 
wiſe and loving Father woulsl put a Winding ſbeet on his head to 
fright his weak and ſimple Child? A Similitude is not bound 
co run upon four legs (as they ſay) but this of the Finding- 
ſheet 1s ſo lame it has ne're a good one; for do we welr our 
Surplices (as the-Turks do their Turbants) on our heads ? | have 
heard indeed of one that wore his Surplice upon his heel: He was 
a kind of Half quarter-conformiſt, and when he came into the 
Reading-pew where he muſt put on-his whices, he uſed to hold 
up one of his legs behind him (like a Gooſe) and reſting it up- 
on his Matt, he would hang the Surpliceupon his foot, that he 
might be able to ſwear , he both wore the Surplice , and bow'd 
the knee at the Name of Jeſus. This man indeed did not take a 
courſe to fright the People with the Surplice. But now to ſpeak 
really (as this Author uſes to ſpeak) isa Miniſter ina Surplice a 
fight ſo terrible, that any one ſhould be yeallytroubled in wind © 
at it? We read indeed in the laſt of St. Mark, that when the holy 
Women entring into the Sepulchre , ſaw a young man clothed ina. 
long white garment, they were affrighted. Burt 'St, eMatthew in- 
forms us, that hs countenance was like lightning. No wonder 
thenif they were afraid, 'Twas the habit wherein Angels by the 
will of God almoſt conſtantly appeared : The colour which 
our BlefTed Saviour choſe when he entertain*d his particular Fa- 
wvourites with ſome gracious manifeſtations of his Majeſtict 
preſence, and was #ransfigured before them: His rayment wes 
white as Snow, beyond what any Fuller oz earth can white it.<uch 
Veſts the glorious Saints are deſcrib'd, ro our underſtanding, to 
put on in heaven, as clothed there in pure white linnen, But after 
| all 
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all that has been ſpoken and written heretofore in defence of the 
Surplice, if any til] are troubled in Conſcience at it (for that 
he means by friehting the weak and ſimple Children ) we muſt 
rell them, They are afraid where no fear s: and the Pſalmiſt 
makes that no very good Charatter;z And we muſt adviſe them 
out of the Apoſtle; Brethren, be not Children in Under- 
ſtanding, but in eMalice be ye Chilaren, but in Underſtanding 
be men. | | 

But now he offers at a Reaſon for laying aſide the Ceremonies 
upon the ſame prudential confideration that prevail'd with the 
Reformers from Popery to retain ſdme of them : becauſe then 
the People were for them, bat wow they are paſſionate againſt 
them, 

To this he firſt anſwers for us, and perhaps with more reaſon 
than he is aware, that many of our Flock are as zealous for theſe 
thimgs, as others againſtthem. Itway be ſo, and | hope they are 
as zealous as they ought to be, for zt & good to be zealouſly affetted 
always in a good thing. Gal.q.18. And we(ſaies he) had rather 
gratifie the obedient Conformers , than the Diſobedient Gain- 

ayers. 
yt that the rather becauſe it cannot be gain-ſaid, but rhe 
obedient Conformers are very conſiderable too for their very 
Numbers, as well as for their exemplary Piety to Ged,and their 
eminent Loyalty to the King. A certain importunate Mediatour 
Cſuch an one as our Authour makes himſelf) for the Diſſenting 
Brethren argued thus with a Reverend preat Prelate. My Lord 
(faid he) Why will you give offence to ſo many of usby impo- 
ſing ſeveral things which your ſelves confeſs ot weceſſary ? 
Why (aid the Biſhop)and your ſelves confeſs thoſe things are 
nt unlawful; O bur (replied the Advocate) ſome of our Part 
think thoſe things #nlawful, and ſome of ours (anſwered the 
Biſhop) think them Meceſſary (and for orderand decency ſowe 
Ceremonies ſure are Meceſſary.) Well,but cannot you perſwade 
your men (ſaid the Other) ? and cannot you (faid the Biſhop) 
prevail with yours ? So the Diſpute ended, nor was it indeed 
poſſible for any Solid man (granting that we do not clog our 
Communion with any thing unlawful) to ſay more of them, with- 
Ouc 


UMI 


(31) 
out ſpeaking againit :hem,and confefſing their weakneſs,or their 
willtulneſs,that they could not or would not be perſwaded. And 
if this be reaſon enough why they mult be gratified and humou- 
red in every thing, then it foliows that only Knaves ana Foo! 
muſt govern the world, 

Secondly I anſwer, if the Su:plice with other things were (as 
he confeſſes) wiſely and prouſly retain'd by the Reformers ſrom Po- 
pery, when probably many long nouriſh'd up in thoſe Ceremonies , 
would not have come into the Church, had all thoſe been cal out ; 
Then it would be /mprudently (not tofſay impionſly) done of us 
(who ought in purſuance of that moſt bleſſed work, the Refor- 
wation, to make it ſtil! our aim and deſign to bring the Papiſts 
at home and abroad into the Communion of our Church) if we 
ſhould ſer them further off by turning out all our Ceremonies ; 
ſeveral of which ('cis true) are theirs alſo; but many Ages be- 
fore they were either theirs or ours, they were the Primitive 
Church's: and therefore to think them Popiſh for being a'ſo 
theirs,1s as ſenſeleſsas to think there was Popery before Noah's 
Flood. And if the Church of Ezg/and, which is now the ter- 
rour of R:»ze, and the glory of all Proteſtant Churches, be 
thus confider'd as a part (undoubtedly the beſt and happieſt 
part) of the Catholick Church, whoſe members are innumera- 
ble, and all of them, both in thc Greek and Latine Churches, 
nay in ſeveral of the Proteſtant Churches, eſpeciaily the Lu- 
theran, are far more addided to Ceremonies than we in the 
Church of Ezgland, and uſe almoſt all the ſame Ceremonies,and 
others like them ; then certainly we ſhould pive offence to almoſt 
the whole Chriſtian world (whereas we ought to give them none, 
though they were Fews or Gerntzles) if we ſhould aboliſh a'l our 
Ceremonies. Then how ill does this Authour argue in crying, 
the People, the People are paſſionately againſt the Ceremonies, and 
putting the buſineſs on this iſſue of counting Noſes? 

But thirdly I anſwer, this is Trying the Church of England, 
as they did it's Sacred Defender in the name of the Commons 
of England, when they had not one in ten of their Party. Nay 
perhaps Diſſenters properly ſo call'd, are not in ſome Diceceſes 
above one in twenty. Many abſent themſelves from our Churches 

our 
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out of pure Indevotion and Lazineſs, Many frequent the Meet- 
iog-houſes out of Curioſity, and wany for want of room in their 
Churches and Tabernacles at London, or becauſe of their di- 
ſtance from their own Pariſh Churches in the Country. The 
ſtiffand irreconcilable Difſenters appear to be a handful of men 
in compariſon. 

And this [ hope is enough to anſwer this old bug-bear-Argu- 
ment ſtarted by thoſe that found our the trick of gathering 
hands, and muſtering up the Broom-men and the Chimney- 
ſweepers to cry no Biſhops, | 

Then he raiſes an ObjeGton for us, and anſwers it after a 
faſhion, Bat you have no hopes of gaining him: you believe 'tis 
not Conſcience but Faitton and wilfull perverſneſs keeps him off. 
Oh ! do not deſpair, believe better of him, &c, We are very 
far from Deſpairing, if good means be uſed, and the right 
courſe be taken, And we can hardly believe worſe of the 
Diſſenters, than this Author would make us believe of them ; 
for p. 24. this Author ſtyles them b/ind and wilful Separatiſts, 
And # it not apparently wilfullneſs and faftion? I beſeech you, 
my Brethren, take heed of thus diſſembling with God and the 


World, or take heed of giving your ſelves up to the Deluſions of 


a miſtaken Spirit. And p. 65. 'tis moſt evident their Spirit ſa» 
wours ſomething of the Phariſee,the proud Phariſze. But where- 
as he is pleas'd to reinforce theſe Objections againſt the Diſ- 
ſenter in our behalf, But you know 2t t ſo with him; (viz, that 
we have no hopes of gaining him, 8c.) Indeed we know no ſuch 
thing 3 but the quite contrary, we know very many that have 
been as highly prejudic't in their Education, and yet have 
ſubmitted afterward to clear Conviction, and are now very 
uſeful men in the Church of Englard. 

But I take no pleaſure in giving this Author the mor- 
tification of anſwering himſelf by his own contradifory 
Propoficions. That- here which bears any colour of Rea- 
ſon, is only this, that we ſhould yield the more to ſave 
his ſoul : and we ſhould cover a multitude of our own ſins. 
I anſwer if that be true which he ſays, and which I fear, 


that they do thus diſſemble with God , then to frame a new Law 
to 
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to ſerve their turn, is to countenance, and as it were eſtabliſh 
Hypocriſie by a Law. - If they have cover'd their fin, like A- 
dam, 47d hide their iniquity in their boſome, this would but 
make them ad fin to ſiv: and ſo inſtead of covering a multitude 
of our own fins, we ſhall only follow a multitude to do e- 
vil, 

His next addreſs is to the Biſhops, with, Oh ! my Fathers, 
my Fathers. But (oh! the pity of ir that twenty ſuch O#'s 
will not amount to one Reaſon ;) his humble requeſt ro thew 


| 1s, that they would wouchſafe to read the fourteenth chapter to 


the Romans. Since he is not pleas'd to draw any Argument 
thence into any form Cand becauſe 1 ſha!] meer him again pelt- 
ing of this Text anon ) my humble Anſiver ſhatl be likewiſe 
by way of requeſt to him, that he would vouchſafe to read 
Biſhop Samderſon's Excellent S2rmon upon the third verſe of 
that Chapter, Let not him that eateth not, deſpiſe him that eat- 
eth, &c, That Biſhop I hope was no Perſecutor, and yer he 
plainly ſhews, that reſtraining ſome mens Extravagancies þy 
good Orders, and requiring Obedience to thoſe orders, isnot , 
that which this Author is pleasd to call Reftratnize 
the Liberty of the Goſpel to the rigidity of their Diſer- 
line. 

Then he bids us gravely to build our Church on a Rock, and 
not on the Sandof Ceremonies. And again, this is a very ſan- 
dy ana dirty foundation, Our Church (God be thank't) is not 
nov to be builr, but upheld againſt ſuch as himſe!f, who, like 
Her in the Proverbs, plucketh it down with his own hands, 
Who ever before wandred into ſuch an Extravagant Suppoſiti- 
on, as if we made our Ceremonies our Foundation? yer, by 
his favour, as contemp*tible as theſe Materials are of Sand and 
Dirt, if every one may be allow*d to pick out all the Morter 
that is made upof them, tbe Houſe muſt fall, Pur # of the 
Body more than Rayment ? Subſtance more than Ceremony ? 
Little did our Saviour intend that ſaying againſt the Surplice. 
But (to follow this Author in hisaiery race). what if the Byo-. 
ay (that is the Subſtance) be more than Rayment , ( that is 


than the Ceremony )? yet the Ceremony is not nothing. And 
; F it 


( 34) 


if he takes away all the Rayment with his Naked Trath, 
he will leave it ſuch a Naked Church , without either Orna- 
ment, or Covering, that it ſhall never be able to hold out a- 
gainſt the /forms with which he thunders and threatens us, 

To his next fine mock at our Ceremonies, as if they were 
Novelties, and ſaying, that 2 thoſe great Storms, when the 
whole World of Fews and Gentiles were Enemies to the Church, 
there was not one of our Ceremonies to preſerve it. Firſt , 1 
deinand, ls it Reaſon the Church ſhould be as Unceremonious 
now in the times of her Settlement, as then inthe Days of her 
Perſecution ? Now that there is a Church at the end of almoſt 
every mile,as then when there was hardly one in twenty miles ? 
Now when the Soveraign Powers of the World ſpread their 
wings to cover and prote& her , as then when they ftretchr cut 
their Arms tovex her? Now when Kings and Smneens , hey 
Nurſing fathers and Nurſimg-mothers , bid her quit her Cave 
and ſhew her beautioxs face in ſtately Cathedrals, as then when 
ſhe was fain to hide her ſelf zz the Wilderneſs, and her Mem- 

bers were forc'd to wander about in Sheep Skins ? 
* But then again, he contrad:iGs himſelt to ſay there was not 
one of onr Ceremonies in thoſe Primitive Times, for p. 10, he 
contends the Superſtition of the Croff (as he very mannerly terms 
it) was 7n uſe in the ſecond Century, That the Croſs was uſed in 
Baptiſin very betimes ( which is the only ſuperſiitions uſe we 
makeof ir) thereare Teſtimonies enow. St. Cyprian's known 
words (de lapſ. 7» principio) are theſe, Frons cum flono Dei 
Pura, Ceronam Diaboli ferre non potuit , Corone ſe Domini re- 
fſervavit. Thoſe foreheads which the Sign of God had purified 
( viz, in the Baptiſmal Ablucion and Confirmation ) abhorr'd 
the Garlaras of Satan, and reſeru'd themſelves to be crowned by 
God: Ard the fame Father again (Tons. 1.1ib.4.cp.6. Pameliz) 
Muniatur Frons, ut Signum Det incolume ſervetur. Arm your 
Foreheads unto all Boldnefs , that the Sign of God may be kept 
ſafe. A parallel place to which is that of St. Auſtin (Tom.S, 
P-262,E,) uponPſal. 68. Frontoſus eſto : Quid times fromti tae, 
quam Signo Cruct armaſts ? (i.c.) Be not weak-foreheaded (viz. 
in the Cauſe of Cod) why art thow afraid for thy forehead, which 
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thou haft' arm'd with the Sign of the Cres ?£> For the Surplice, 
the Teſtimonies of Sr. Chryſoſtome and St. Hrerome , that the 
Prieſts in the ancient Church officiated in white Veſtments are 
well enough known. For kneeling at the Eachariſt, and bowing 
at the Altar, I give an account of their Antiquity, when he 
leads me to ſay more of them. [If he wonders why I bring 
but three or four Teſtimonies for our 99 Ceremontes (as he 
calls them afterward.) I anſwer, there are but three or four 
Ceremonies that I know of; But for a need there are '99 Tc- 
ſtimonies for them. 

By this time he has ſpoken ſo much againſt the E£#7plice, that 
now he thinks it his part to fay ſomething for it : and at the 
ſame time to tell us why he appears ſo great an Enemy to it; (for 
he confeſſes he is ſo) becauſe ſuch dirty, naſty Surplices as moſt 
of them wear, and eſpecially the Singers in Cathedrals, where 


they ſbould be moſt decent, t rather an intimation of their Dirty 


lives : and has given his ſtomach ſuch a ſurfeit of them, as he has 
almoſt an averſneſs toall, This isa ſtrong line and a weak Ar- 
gument : Such another weighty exception to the Swrplice, as 
was made by the merry Country Parſon, who call'd it a Rag of 
Popery : and when he was cited for it into the Spiritual Court, 
he thade it appear by the Pariſh-book of Accounts, that zheir 
Surplice was bought in Deen Mary's daies, and therefore it 
was truly « Rag of Popery, being worn all to pieces: But if the 
Pariſh would provide him a new one , he was ready toput it on 
the next Sundey, The honeſt man was diſmiſt with his Jeſt, 
But alas ! our Author is in earneſt. Though a Laundreſs may 
anſwer this, as eaſily as a Semſtreſs might anſwer the other Ar- 
gument. Mean time we can only be ſorry that he is ſo ſquea- 
miſh,and that his ſick fancy ſhould be ſo much too hard for his 
Fudgment ; for in the foregoing Sentence, he, i his own Judg- 


' ment much approves a pure whiteRobe on the Miniſter's ſhoulders, 


to put him in mind what Purity becomes a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
He much approves it, yet within the compaſs of ſix lines, he has 
almoſt an averſneſs to all of it, But we muſt not change what- 
ſoever is Ancient and Decent in our Church , as often as any 
2ne (whoever he beYpleaſes to change his note ,and to acquaint 
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us in the ſame breath with his admirable Symparhies and Anti- 
pathies to the ſanje thing. His laying this ugly charge to moſt 
of us, that we wear ſuch dirty nafly Surplices , is to fling dirt 
enough that ſome might ſtick, As for the Sryging- men 11 Ca- 
thedrals, if they are ſo much to blame, as he ſuppoſes they are, 
_ either for their dirty Surplices , or, as he intimates, for therr 
dirty Lives, yet order way þe calily taken, that neither of 
theſe (to follow his nobie Metaphor ) ſhall ſcape 4 ſcowring , 
without taking quite away either the Surplices or the Singing- 
men out of our Cathedra's. Bur if he follow the grain of 
this old thred-bare- Fallacy , from the abuſes againſt the uſe of 
any thing, whither will it carry him? The Saurplices in Ca- 
thedra's are commonly foul , therefore let them be taken a- 
way for ever : ſo the Cathedrals themſeives ſometimes are none 
of the cleane(t, therefore (inſtead of Cxecpiag them) let them 
be pull'd down and taken away tco. 

His next Effort is againſt bowing towaras the Altar ; which 
in his own Judgment he allows and prattiſes in ſome meaſuge. 
Then, I hope; the thing it ſelf is not unlawful, No ; but tray 
many of our Church-men give great ſuſpicion to the People , that 
they a'ſo believe (as the Papiſts) Chriſt corporally preſent there. 
If wegive this great Suſpicion, we give great Scandal, which is 
a great Crimeinus, if it be true. Bur it 1s a great Scandal 
to ſay this of us, if it be not true. But how do we give this 
great Suſpicion? becauſe (ſaies he) the Miniſter or the Reader 
aves not only bow once at hu entring into the Church but bows again 
as he has occaſion to paſs and repaſs by the Altar; Sure!y (fates 
he , ſpeaking the Apprehenfion of the Vu'gar) 1 revirence 
to.the King of Kings he ſuppoſes there ſuting. What! cven at 
thoſe times when there is no Communion ? and yet at thoſe 
times there's the ſame bow/7g. This is demonſtration enovgh 
againſt ſuchan odious Suppoſition of our believing Chriſt cor- 
porally preſent there. We do not then give them this great Suſpict- 
07: tis not a Scandal given,but cauſlefgly taken,So,for any thing 
he has done upon this point, I may conclude 1t as he does,*tss 
done with little or no Reaſon,and with a great aeal of Superſtition. 

He proceeds to that grand debated Ceremony (ag he calls ir, 

and 
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and therefore we muſt dwell the longer upon it) of kneeling at 
the Lord's Supper. And firſt, he honeſtly grants that we are 
ro perform this act of Devotion w1th all poſſible Reverence. 1 
ask no more, Bur he quickly nuils his grant * Is rhis (ſays he) 
to be expreſt altogether inthe outward poſture of the Boay £ No 
certaiuly : nor altogether in the inward piſture and frame of 
the Soul: but in Seoul and Body both together : orelſe, I trow, 
there is not all poſſible Reverence. Well, If outward Humili- 
ty be the thing we contend for, we ought to ſhew it to our God in 
the humbleſt way and that is by proſtrating rather than kneeling. 
Pray let them vouchſafe to kneel with us before they ra'k of 
falling lower, Kneeling is a poſture of greareſt Reverence in 
theſe Weſtern parts of the Wor!d , where Proſtrating is not 
much invuſe : and tis a Geſture moſt convenient for the Devour 
Receiver, who as he kxeels may abaſe hhyſelf ro the Duſt, and 
again (with the Royal Vortary) ay lift np his hands to God, and 
may look up. : | 

But he runsaway with it for certain , that cur Lord Chriſt 
adminiſtred the Sacrament, and that the Diſciples receiv'd it 
ſitting. And ſure he remembers our Savioar beſt, who doth every 
thing as be did,both in Subſtance and Ceremony and ſo we find the 
Primitive Chriſtians did, %&c. In anſwer to this I demand how 
does it appear that the Apoſtles receiv'd it fitting ? becauſe 
they fate down to ſupper ? But it appears from the Texr, the 
poſture they us'd at Supper was alter'd before they commn- 
nicated, St, John's words are expreſs, tFat Sypper was end- 
ed, and that Feſus-roſe from Supper, and then wſht the Diſ- 
ciples feet. Now the word 447y alone without wgrzxdy, where 
does it ever Tignifie the Lord's Snapper? it feetts that. followed 
after 18, Sothis Author can never bring the leaſt good proof 
from Scripture that they ſateat the firſt Euchariſt. Now for 
any one to faſten that upon Divine Revelation, which he has no 
ground to inferr either from the written Rule or the Church's 
Teſtimony , what is it but adding to the Word of God? And 
ehen let me ask him his own Queſtion, p.' 3.' How they will a- 


void that curſe in the laſt of the Revelations, if they add to the 
words there written? | 


Sure 
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Sure Tam that in whatever Poſture the Apoſtles were firſt 


admitted, which is uncertain, yet it was ſuch as wiſe and ſober 
men, and the cuſtom of the Country allow'd, as a Poſture ex- 
preſſing Reverence, becauſe (as this Author himſelf has ſec it 
down) Snre Chriſt would not have allow'd any unfitting poſture. 
In the mean time the Diſſenter cannot deny but that the 
words of Adminiſtration, The Body of our Lord Feſis Chriſt 
« which meas given for thee, preſerve thy Body and Soul to ever- 
laſting Life, are an excellent good Prayer. Now if they will 
not give us a reaſon why it is anlawfal zo kneel, I will give 
them a reaſon why it is ſimply «zlawfal (except in caſe of 
neceſſity, as for thoſe that lye on their Sick-beds, or thelike, 
&c.) to fit and prey ſolemnly, ( for I ſpeak not of ſudden , 
ſhort,ejaculatory Prayers, bur)I ſay 'tis ſimply unlawful co pray 
thus ſolemnly tothe moſt high God ina ſiting poſture, becauſe 
it is ſimply «lawful to pray molt ſolemnly in an unpraying 
poſture , (if I may uſe ſuch a word). Therefore this Author 1s 
coo liberal of that which is none of his own, inallowing, 
that 4 man may receive ſitting without any lrreverence. 
But he tells us ſo we find the primitive Chriſtians did, What 
does he mean ? (for here he is ſomewhat obſcure) that the 
primitive Chriſtians receiv'd it fitting? or that they did noc 
alwayes receive it kneeling? Tis true, the ancienc Church 
wany times 7eceive it ſtanding, as all the fifry days between Ex- 
fter and Whitſontide, and on ſome other Feſtivals, There's a 
fair difference ſure between ſit#ing and ſfanding. Stending we 
find is a Poſture for Solemn Prayer inthe Scripture: ſo is not 
ſitting. Bur let him ſhew, if he can, that the primitive Saints, 
on other days, working or faſting days, (for St. Auguſtin and 
St. Befil both agree in witneſſing that ſometimes there were 
Communions on Wedneſdays and Fridays) let them prove, I 
ſay (or elſe they prove little to the purpoſe) that on thoſe 
days, when they kneeled at the the other Prayers, they ever 
- roſe to receive the Communion ſtanding. For the Fathers tell 
us plainly, they forbore A4zeeling then merely. out of an Ex« 
ceſs of Joy. Moſt plainly Teriultez renders a general account 
why they intermitted al] their ſtrianeſs, that 1s, all that might 
nfeeÞ!le the Knees,or weary the Fleſh at this ſeaſon, © uid im- 
peair, 
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* pedit, niſi neceſſitas gaudii? What hinders (ſays he) but the ne 

ceſſity of Foy or Exultation. But *tis certain the primitive 
Chriſtians were very far from fitting at the Holy Euchariſt , 
which this Author raſhly concludes they aza; for they did 
not at any of their Prayers or Religious Offices : much leſs ac 
zh the moſt ſolemn of all their Services. For Tertullian ups 
on that Suppoſition which was generally receiv*d, that the Ho- 
ly Ange!s were inviſibly preſent at the devout Prayers of the 
Church, or of good Chriſtians in private, to offer them up to 
God (not that te ſuppoſes thoſe Angels had any Prayers of- 
fered to thewſe[ves, for all they were ſuppos'd to be ſo nigh 
at hand; as the Prophet Elzah, when he knew God's Army of 
Angels actually incompaſs't him round, yer prays to God, and 
not to the Angels, or any of the Captains of that heavenly Hoſt, 
that his affrighted Servant might have the Grace to ſee them , 
Lord open hi eyes; And Abraham's Steward the good Elia- 
zar, though the Prophet his Maſter had told him that God's An- 
gel ſhould go along with him in his way, yet all the way he 
prays to none but to #0 the Lord God of his Maſter Abraham ; 
yet upon this ſuppoſition, that an Angel always ſtood by whilſt 
men were devoutly praying. Tertullian) in his Book de Oratioze 
cap. 12. is highly diſpleas'd with thoſe that offer to fit down 
immediately after their Prayersare done: and how much leſs is 
that than to fit at their very Sacramental Prayers ? But T donot 
alledge Tertaullzax for this or that zealous Opinion of his, but as 
a Reporter of the Church's practice, and there where he is 
plain and full Cas he is ere) he may be allow'd for a Demon- 
ſtrator in matter of Fat, And thus he declares himſelf in this 
place, which isnot ſo commonly noted, againſt thoſe that did 
but fit down at their eaſe jult after their Prayers, Eo apponitur 
& irreverentie crimen, &c. To thu (ſays he) may be added, that 
it is ſuch acriminal irreverence, as may eaſily be underſtood eve w 
by the Heathens themſelves, if they have any ſenſe about them; 

for ſure *tis irreverend to fit aown under the view, and plac*t as 
it were over-right the view of that Perſon for whom you have the 
higheſt Reverence and Veneration, how much more is it not moſt 
irreligious to ao ſo in view of the Living God, while the Ampel 
Eat 
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that attended at the Prayers 1s yet ſlanding by ;, unleſs we have « 
mind to uphraid Goa that our Prayers have tired us * But 
if we pray with Modeſty and Humility, we ſhall ſo much the more 
commend our Prayers 10 God, Now let Heaven and Earch - 
judge, whether the primitive Chriſtians ſate. at receiving the 
Sacrament or no? [I ſhail make one Obſervation more upon this 
who!e watter, that although comprehenſion be the only thing he 
pretends, yet there mult needs be Toleration at the bottom of it, 
'Tis true indeed thar p. 23. though he deſires ſuch a form of Ser- 
vice, ſuch Ceremonies alſo to be eſtabliſh't, as may give moſt ge- 
zeral ſatis{aition, yet he defires what is eſtabliſh't may be gene- 
rally obſeru'd, and not a liberty left (as ſome do propoſe) to add or 
detralt Ceremonies or Prayers according to the various Opinions 
and Inmours of eMen : for certainly this would cauſe great Fa- 
Fon and Diviſion, &c. I ſuppoſe he means well here , but 
quite contrary to his own Princip.e, p19. where he treats a- 
Lout kzeelizg or ſetting at the Euchariſt, and concludes that in 
theſe things no wan ought Fo obey till we can retifie his Judgment. 
Now ſuppoſe the InjunGions for kneeling were taken away , 
are we ſure that all they and we ſhould have ſuch redifed judg- 
mexts on the ſudden, as to agree together about Receiving, ei- 
ther fitting or ſtanding,or all in any one poſture ? Nay,are we not 
morally certain of the contrary, that there could be no ſuch 
agreement? therefore he does well in adjuring us #o admit then 
#n any prſture, which is Toleration. Now conſider, pray, in 
this one point, what a Confuſion would enſue when in the ſame 
aſſembly, One might Recerve the Communion decently &kxeel- 

ing: A ſecond (believing that to be Superſtition) demands it 

ſitting : Athird (becauſe *cis reported the Pope himſelf ſome- 

times receives it ſiting ) judges that (as much better he may) 
to be Pepery , therefore he will have It leantng or lying along, 

as he thinks the Apoſtles had it. A fourth would be better 

pleas'd with a running Banquet , becauſe the Jews eat the Paſs. 

over in haſte;. and becauſe they have it ſo in ſome places be. 

_yond Sea, every one en Paſſant, Would not (as St. Paul con. 

cludes in another caſe) any that ſhould come into ſuch a Congre. 

gation, think they were all mad > Oh! but if they come tn ſince- 
; Tity 
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rity of heart, &&c. He way well makean If of it. But if they 
are never ſo ſincere, yet alas! what's their, or our heart m 
compariſon of Chriſt's heart? and yet he kzeel4 in f[everal 
places, weread, and /ifted up his Eyes, and lifted up his hanas 
towards Heaven. And yet *tis Superſtition in us to kneel ac 
receiving the Body and Blood of Chriſt, But Jet #5 be tender 
and compaſſionate to our weak Brethren, If any tender Conſci- 
ences, that is (as he explains the word) weak Judgwents (ard 
Il am not fo uncharitable as-to doubt but there are wany fuch ) 
be ſeriouſly troubled at kneeling, we are heartsly troubled too 
at their Diſcontents. We kneel to God, and pray for their 
Converſion and Satisfaction, We could even kneel to them 
that trouble them with vain Scrup'es, and pray them ( with 
St. Paul) to ſtudy to be quiet. We readily ofter our ſelves ei- 
therto anſwer their Reaſon ( would they bring thoſe could 
ſpeak it, or rather, write it in ſtri& form of Argument : 
which yet they would never do, but only make theſe Orations) 
orelſe if we could not anſwer it, then we would quit our O- 
pinion, and embrace their's, Bur if they have nothing to of- 
poſe to us but only this,and if this ſuffices that they are offend- 
edatit; at this rate there can be no ſertelement in the World , 
Either of Church or State, For they may deliver themſelves 
from all its Injun&ions , if they pleaſe bur to take a Caprice 
againſt them. This is aſſuming co themſelves a perfe&t Nega- 
tive Vote againſt any Law, without giving any reaſon againſt 
it, If ſucha Spirit as this be not deſtruGive of Chriſtianity, 
nay, of all Civil Society, and the ready way to ſet the Hee]s a- 
bove the Head ; -we underſtand not any thing. 

He huddles up the reſt concerning other Ceremonies, Croſs 
in Baptiſm, Ring in Marriage, &c, lighting themall, and gi- 
ving them up, without the leaſt ſhadow of an Argument : Ex- 
cept this be one, Wherefore I conclude ( ſays he ) this point of 
Ceremontes, with St, Paul, He that regardeth the day, regardeth 
it untothe Lord, and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord 
he doth not regard it, cc. So he that kneeltth, kneeleth unto 
the Lord, and he that kneeleth not, to the: Lord he kneeleth not. 
Now do but examine this Concluſion , and whence he draws ir, 
G Cor. 
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Conſider (pray) that regarding or not regarding theſe days, that 
is the old Jewiſh Holy-days (as preſently I fhal! wake it ap- 
pear) was neither commanded, nor forbidden by the Chri- 
tian Church, bur left indifferent : Is kneeling at the Blefſed 
Sacrament left as indifferent ? is it not commanded by the 
Church ? do not they that refuſe to knee! diſobey the Church? 
So then his Argument in the Parallel runs thus, He that regard- 
eth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord , and he that regardeth 
»ot the day, tothe Lord he doth not "regard it, &c. So he that 
kneeleth, kneeleth to the Lord, and he that kneeleth nor, to 
the Lord he kneelethnot ; that is , tothe Lord be diſobeys the 
Church, and refuſes to kneel. 

Bur I muſt needs take notice of his next paſſage, becauſe 
'tis a pleaſant one, and becauſe he deſires us to obſerve 1t , how 
St. Paul in this place, Roms. 14. calls the zealous Obſerver of 
Ceremonial matters, the weak Brother, and commanas the ſlrong 
wot to deſpiſe him. So that now the Tables are turn'd, and we 
of the Church of Ezgland (our poor weak Mother, as this 
Author would make her) are the weak Brethren. But what 
(I pray) were thoſe Ceremonies which the Apoſtle thought it 
a weakneſs in ſome to Opiniator ? Ts it not evident they were 
the Jewiſh, out-dated Ceremonies 2 which the Apoſtle allow- 
ed them to Bury tonourably,and rherefore was contented they 
ſhou!d fall gently, and fink by degrees. Yet he was diſcon- 
tented at their untimely Zeal, that urg'd them ill as neceſla- 
ry, and obligatory upon the Chriſtians, He permitted them 
to have ſome zegard roa day (viz. anold Jewiſh Holiday) and 
if they were over-fond of it, he charged thoſe that better un- 
der{tood their Chriſtianity, to bear with their weakneſs. But 
if they obſt inately perſiſted to Judaize, as if they were ſtil] 
obligd coir, then he tells them, Ga/ar, 4. 10.(a place undoubt- 
edly paralle] to that urg'd here, Rom. 14. ) Te obſerve Days, 
and « Months, and Times, and Years, | am afraid of you, And 
to aſſure us he ſtrikes at rhoſe who maintain'd the old Moſaick 
Rites, contrary to the new Chriſtian Ordinances, he,follow- 
ing the ſame thred of Diſcourſe, enters his Proteſtation, Chap. 
5.V.2. Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if you be —_— 

| Chriſt 
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Chriſt (ball profit you nothing. Tertullian, one of the moi? 
Learned Fathers, (whoſe authority is great, where he reporcs } 
deſcangs upon thele paſſages of St. Par! ſmartly, and fu.ly tw 
my purpoſe. Then (ſays he) we do Galaticari, that is, at7 
like the Galatians inaced, when we obſerve the Jewiſh Ceremo- 
nies aud Legal Solemmnittes, for if the ipiſtle intended in this 
place to take away all avout obſervance of Days ana Menths,why 
(ſays he) do we celebrate Eaſter every year in the firſt Month ? 
(that is, in March) why do we po about and carry with us Tov 
and E xultation, wherever we come for fiſty days after? *Tis ap- 
parent then, St, Paulcalls them, and only them, weak Brethrey, 
who having embrac't Chriſtianity, yet banker*d after the Jew- 
iſh Feſtivals and their other Ceremonials, Now to fay that 
all Chriſtians, who contend for the keeping of the Feſtivals, 
and obſerving the Ceremonies of the Ctriſtian Church, are 
guilty of Judaizing ; and that allſuch Ceremonies are to be 
aboliſht (all which if it be not ſaid, there can nothing be 
drawn from St. Pau! to this Author's purpoſe) would be ſpoken 
almoſt as ſenſleſly , as was that ſaying of a certain weak Bre- 
ther indeed, that Chriſimas was « Fewiſh Ceremony aboliſht at 
the coming of Chriſt. Orto inferr (as this Author is pleas'd 
to imply) becauſe the Zealous obſerver of ſome Ceremonial 
matters is ſtyi2d by St. Paul a weak Brother, therefore all 
Zealous obſervers of any Ceremonies are weak Brethren ? 
'tis argued much at the ſame Rate, as another inferr'd, from 
ſome other words of St. Paul, As 17.22,Ve men of Athens! 
perceive that ye are inall things too ſuperſtitions, But Athens, 
(ſay'd he) was an Univerſity : whence I conclude (faid he) that 
all Univerſities are much given to Superſlition. 

What follows to theend of this Chapter, is ſo thin ſpread. 
that I cannot bring itall to make up any thing like one ſolid 
Reaſon; and it ſeems he is not ſtudying Reaſon, but Every 
may inhu humour, for (Chetells us) Map has a Will a« well «s 
4 Reaſon, and will have his own Will in many things: Even the 
Godly. $o then the Godly will have the Ceremonies down, be- 
cauſe they are our Will-worſhip (as they uſe to call itz) But 
they will have their own will, that is, they will ſet upa certain 
G 2 Ido] 
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Ido!, called Propria Voluntas, or Self will.worſhip. 

For the overture he makes us at laſt of a New vSetr of better 
Ceremonies one day, if we will part with theſe ; though we be- 
lieve his Intereſt may do much with the Ant? ceremonian Party; 
yet we dare nat tru{t to that in this affair, kecauſe he wo {d 
have the New Ceremonies to be ſuchas ſhall be E aifying , bur 
he does not conſider that ſuch would te Significant (eremonies : 
which has been the great Objection againſt ours , ever ſince Bt- 
ſhop Morton undertook their defence, So that if any be inrro- 
duc'd in lieu of theſe, they wuſt be I»ſigzificant, that is, Im- 
pertinent Ceremonies : Therefore without trying his Experi- 
ments, we defire to retain thoſe we have already. 

Bur with what Forehead does he charge us, in Chriſt's Name, 
with proceeding ſo ſeverely againſt them in our Courts of Fudica- 
ture,p.20. and with our wolent preſſing of Ceremonies, p.21. 
which he hnmbly conceives hath been a great hindrance ſrom em- 
bracing them; Men fearing our Intentions berein tobe far worſe 
(that 1s, more Popiſh) rhar really they are ?2£ Whereas every bo- 
dy may ſee with half aneye , what parzexce and gentleneſs has 
been exerciſed towards this Party : and how that has embol- 
den'd them to ſtand upon ſuch terms, and at ſuch a diſtance as 
amazes the Proteſtants abroad, thoſe at Gezeva, and thoſe in 
France: as the Reverend and worthy Dr, Durelt has made it 
ſufficiently appear from the Letrers and Expreſſes of his 
Learned Correſpondents in thoſe parts. Inſhorr, 1f there be 
no fuch fears of Popery coming in, then has this Author writ- 
ren a dangerous Pampilet to inſtii into the People ſuch dreadful 
apprehenſions of it,as of a thing almoſt unavoidable,unleſs this 
projed of his can preventitz and then there is not that danger 
which he ſuppoſes, of preſ/ing the Ceremonies,and ſtanding our 
ground:and if there be jult fears of Popery coming in,then thoſe 
he Patronizes againſt any ſevere Proceedings,are men of exceed- 
ing honeſty and prudence to ſtand out all this while, and venture 
all,themſelves and all, by not coming into the Church of Ezg- 
land;and if they have a reſerve to themſelves, that they will 
run into it} one day; then 1s it well or wiſely done of them,to 
weaken the Fort, by pulling down as much as they can of it, 

| when 
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when they mean to enter at laſt, and truſt themſelves in ie ? 

But as he is blaming us for being fo hard-hearted,and preact:- 
ing to us not only Comprehenſion but Toleration , as | ſhew'd 
before, he has one expreſſion towards the end of this Chaps 
rer, p.20, ſoextremely pleaſant, that I confeis it inc.ines we 
after a great deal of duineſs to no unpleaſant rhouph.'s: That 
expreſſion of his Is this; that If e may break the beart ſtrings 
of many in winaing them up ſo high, ana thus crack all their Ke- 
ligton : ana perhaps we ſhould find it ſo our ſelves, had the Non- 
conformiſts the ſcrewing Us up, as we Them. Why, chis of the 
Screw 15 neater Rhetorick than that of his zsfty Sarplices , or 
the M 7nding-ſheet, or the Nuts to an pe, or that Of kncking 
Faith into the head with a hammer , or that of a King leading 
on a Morris dance , capering and frisking moſt featly, when hzs 
Country was invaded, Bur although this Author declares him- 
ſelf not much a friend to any thing that is Mathematical, yet 
his choice Metaphor of Screwing up the Non conformiſts a3 an 
Inſtrument of Muſick (as if we meant to wake Orpans of 
them ) puts me In mind of a rare Engine, an extraordi- 
nary kind of Organ, which I have ſeen deſcribed in words 


at length, and in a Figure too a Braſs-Cut, in Gaſpar Schotties Meg. Ueival 
OnZz, v3 $ 


P.2, 


the Teſuites Mathematicks,or rather Mechanical Tricks. He de- 
ſcribes (or rather borrows from Kzrcher, his brother Moun- 
tebank, the deſcription of ) *©a Muſical Inſtrument f. und out 
« (he tells us) by an Ingenious fellow, to divert a certain great 
« Prince from a fit of Melancholy. So he took a company of 
« Cats all of a different ſize, and conſequently (ates he) of a 
« different Tone or Note: all theſe hs put together into a kind 
« of Cheſt that was fram'd for the purpoſe, and piac'd them 
«fo, that their Tayls ſhould be gently, ſcrewed up through 
« certain holes in a board ; and ſo they ſhould be faſtned all 
« along in a row, and Needles under their Tay}s ſo diſpos'd 
« or plac'd, that as the Muſician ſtruck the Keys, the Needles 
« prickt their Tayls, which ſo nickt the Cats, when the Orga- 
« niſt came to Play a Jefſonupon them , that ſtill as they were 
& toucht they ſet up their Notes, ſome hizh, ſome low, accord: 
« inp to their ſeyera] Capacities: which made ſach harmony 
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* (ates he) as made the Rats dance, and the wen ready to burft 


** with laughing. | 

Juſt ſnch a Machine of a Church would this Author make 
us, as this Muſical Inſtrumenc, if inſtead of our Screwing up 
the Nox-conformiſts (which we donot) or their Screwing #s up 
(which once they did ſufficiently) he could ſcrew them into 
the Church, without more ado, by this Proje& of his for Uni- 
werſal Toleration (at leaſt of ail, or very many SeQs, except the 
Papiſts ;) for by what he delivers, not only concerning the 
Ceremonies , but alſo concerning A#ticles of Faith, we way 
well conclude, that he would not only have the Presbyterians 
(who ſeem to ſtand out only upon PunGilio's of Geremonres) 
but allo ladepenaents, 4nabaptiſts, and I know not how many 
more Se&s (if they call themſelves Proteſtants) taken into the 
Church: or rather into the Drag-net (as Biſhop Laxey calls it 
in his Sermon about Comprehenſron ) large and capacious e: 
nough to hoid the Leviathan himſe)f: whom this Author fol- 
lows a great way in his Notions of Suffczent or Inſufficient 
Means for Peoples Conviction. And when all ſuch are received 
intothe Church, what will they do bur ſet up'their Cries, and 
make their rude Noiſes in 1c, if any thing in it afterward hap- 
pens to pinch thenſ? Then inſtead of any Harmony or Con- 
cord, 1 doubt there would be nothing in the ChurcHbut ſuch 
a Diſcord, as would make us only ridiculous to all that come 
near Us. 


Animadverſrons upon his Chapter concerning 
Church-Service. 


a piece wich the foregoing one about Ceremonies ;, but 
one comfort is, 'tisnotof ſo great length, and every 
whit as remarkable for ſhortneſs of Reaſun. Yet here, as he 
makes his entrance he, 15 a pretender to Reaſon; for he {lights 
and paſſts by ſome, wich whim he has no Reaſon to expect that 
: | ; reaſonable 


=Þ next diſcourſe concerning Church-Service is all of 
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. reaſonable Arguments ſhould prevail. is he then for Reaſonable 


Arguments? Bur he ſhould have added this Caution , Provided 
they be not deduc'd from Scripture , tor you have {eo ts rinks 
it unſafe to make Deductions, that is to Reaſon, i:mm thence, 
Well , he Suppoſes there ts nothing 1# our Commen #743i#- bu" 
that t atrectly contrary to the Word of God (end 1 may juftty 
ſuppoſe, ti!l rhe contrary be proved , that there is notinigg it 
it contrary to the Word of God, either diret#ly dr indirettly ;) 
and p. 29, He aiſo Conceives it abſolutely neceſſary to have ſome 
Form preſcribed to be uſed by all, &c. But now, Iz Chriſt he 
humbly beſeeches the Governers of the Church calmly to conſider, 
Were it not better to have ſuch a formof Service as would [atisfie 
moſt 2 mM 
[cis to be doubred, or rather 'tis our of doubt, that moſt 
who are ſo unſatisfied with this, are diſguſted with a!l Ser 
Forms, or would not be ſatisfied with any orher. Therefore 
we muſt be excus'd from trying his trick, till he or fome other 
Undertaker have correed Magnificat , and the People, the 
People ( whom he would have fo careſs'd ) have deciared 
themſelves ſatisfied withm, or elſe have ſubſcribed a Blank, to 
be fatisfied with whatever the New ProjeCtors ſhall introduce, 
His next Pique is at our Saying the Second Service at the Altar, 
which (he ſaies) was retain'd by the Fathers, andfirſt Refor- 
nars from Popery, as carrying ſome reſemblance with the Maſs, 
the Peoples delight , which being now become the Peoples hate, 
ſhould for the ſame Reſemblauce by the ſame Reaſon be taken 
away. 
 Forour Reading the Second *crviceat the Altar, any one 
that can but read, and is not a were ſtranger in the Old Litur- 
gicks, knows that the Prayers were at the Altar , many whole 
Apes before Popery,cither Name or Thing was heard of, There- 
fore, unleſs this Author knew the Reformers thoughts, he can 
have no reaſon to put it upon them (not at all for their honour, 
though he would fain have it ſo) that they preſcribed this as 
carrying ſome reſemblance to the Maſs, the peoples delight, Why 
ſhould he dream they did ic to follow the Multitude in the No- 
velties of Popery, and not rather to follow the Primitive 
Church ? ' 
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Church? 1 ſuppoſe the Retormers meaning in preſcribing 
the Pricſt's going up to the Altar ſtt]i, was to declare and te- 
ſtifie ro the Chriſtian World, that the Church of England 
highly approves Communion upon all High Daies , as the Chri- 
{tian Sacrifice of Commemoration , and the moſt Sacred Office 
in Our Publick Worſhip: andas it was conſtantly uſed in the 
Ancient Church uponevery Lord*s-day,and every Solemn Felti: 
val, They would no longer allow the Prieſt to receive the Sacra- 
ment alone , becauſe there was no ground either in the Scrj. 
pture or the Fathers for ſuch a Solitary Communion, - The very 
terms ſound like a Contradicion.; But for all that, the Re- 
formers from Popery kept up_the Communion Service at the 
Communion Table, and ſo the Rabrick orders it ſtill, where the 
Place will bear it (for it muſt be confeſs'd, many of our Pariſh- 
Churches are ſo Builr, that the Secoxd Service cannot be audi- 
bly read from the Eaſt-end : Burt where it can, there it ought 
robe) fora very ſufficient reaſon, that the wemory at leaſt of 
Weekly (if noc Daily) Sacrawents might not be loſt : and thar, 
if the Peoples Devotion could be raiſed again, which the 


eMonkery of thoſe Times had turned into the Formality of 


Communicating once 4 year ( as the Roman Church requires no 
more of Lay-perſons) then the Prieſt ſhould be in his (tation to 
ſhew hiwſ-If ready to Adminiſter, not only thrice 4 year 
(which is a.l Our Church has thought fic to exaGt hitherto) bur 
every Sunday and Holy-dey. It were better then that we fell ro 
our prayers and endeavours, that the People may be fo well fitted 
and prepared to Receive, 4s the Primitive frequency of Sa- 
craments way be reſtor'd , than to fit and make wiſhes, that 
Reading the Secona Service at the Altar may be taken a- 
Way. | 

How conſiſtent he is with himſelf in that which follows in 
the ſame page, requiring Hniformity and Conformity after ſuch 
and ſuch Amendwents, 1 have already diſcourſed, and ſhew'd 
it unpraGticableeven upon his own Principles. As for his va- 


rying the Phraſe, and ſaying that again p.24. which he had ſaid - 


over and over, that Gertainly bis Religion ts vain, that would 
abandon the ſubſtance for want of the Ceremonies ; which he 
acknows- 
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acknowledges to be #9 way neceſſary; I anſwer, that certainly 
his Religion is as vazn, if not vainer, that would abandon the 
Subſtance (as they do that are guilty of Schiſm) for the Cere- 
monies, which he muſt acknowledge to be no way Unlaw- 
ul. 
f But his next Figure 1sa rare one. Surely a very nncharitable 
mind that would not leave ninety and nine unneceſſary Ceremo- 
nies, tobring one ſinful ſtray'd Sheep into the Congregation. An 
admirable Metamorphoſis ! Ninety Sheep in the Text, turn'd in- 
to Ceremonies by this Commentator. And would the Author 
of Naked Truth have all theſe poor Innocent Lambs, otherwiſe 
call*d Ceremonies to be lefr Naked and ſhivering in the Wil- 
derueſs? Bur (as one reply'd upon the like Expoſition of 
another Text, Nonne ſunt accem Mundi? Engliſh'd by one, 
Are there not ten Worlds 2) Sed ubi ſunt Novem? Where are 
the Ninee much leſs Ninety nize Ceremonies. Sure he muſt 
rake in al! the Ceremonies at Corrt, and the Inns of Conrt , the 
Serjeants Corfes, and their Mens party colonr'd Coats, and all our 
Univerſity Ceremonies; ( for we ſhall fee anon, he is no greac 
admirer of Univerſiizes;) all theſe put together will hardly 


Tx 


make up A7nety nine Ceremonies, though we take in the 


| Batchelor's Hoods and Lambskins : and why muſt theſe be ex- 


poſed to be devouredby Wolves? And yet we will go as far as ke 
ro bring one ſinfu] fray'd ſheep into the Congregation , and 
convert him from the erronr of his Non-conforming waies; and 
therefore he does 1/] to refle& upon us thus\, Tet theſe men will 
moſt paſſionately (and pardon me if I ſay, moſt uncharitably and 


p” zrreligionſly) cry, Away with theſe [diot-SeGaries and Phana- 


ticks: let them wander and periſh in their pwn wild Imaginati- 
on: We will not leave one Ceremony , nor any one line of our 
Common- Prayer-book to gain Thouſands of them. No, if you 
alter that, we will rather leave the Church and go to the Tapiſts 
eMaſs. Whoſe words are theſe, bur his own? Which of us 
ever ſaid ſo? therefore to retort him part of his own Cenſure, 
this is ſaid Paſ/zoxately, I will not ſay as he ſpeaks, Hncharita- 
bly and Irreligiouſly. 
After he has Complemented both Parties, calling us, Zoo 
| H zealous 
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zealow Eeremoniſis ; Them , blind and wilfal Separatifts ; He 
takes his leave : aſſuring us, that after our charitable Coudeſcen- 
tion, thetr Pepulows (1 ſuppoſe he means Popular ) pretences 
will be ſo confuted , their mouths ſo flopt (C or open'd to ask the 
more, but that's all one 3) as for mere Shame, if not for Reaſon 
or Religion, they muſt come into the Church : and their Paſtors 
coming in, the Sheep will follow. (Alas! it is rather the cuſtowe 
of theſe Shephergs to follow the Sheep, whatever Toy they 
takes) Sothe Shop prating \eavers will ſoon be aeferted, ſeernp 
their owns Nahkrg Folly; ( fomewhat a kin to this Author's 
AJKED TEUTH. 


Animadverſrons upon bis Chapters concerning 
Preaching , Confirmation and Church- 
Government. 


that quickly after the Church was reſtor'd, would needs 
become an Author upon this Subjea, How receſſary all the 
parts of Univerſity Learning are for a Divine. One of his 
Books he preſented to an Eminent Perſon, who told him plea- 
fantly, that he was extreme happy in the choice of his Subje@, 
for he could not fail to demonſirate effettually, whether he writ 
pon it Learnedly or Unlearned!y, what need a Divine had of 
Univerſity Learning. Our Author in his Chapter upon Preach- 
nz has very ſufficiertly prov'd the ſame thing , even where he 
makes it his buſineſs to prove the contrary, Little did we 
think at this time of day to hear of a Second part of Mr, 
Dell againſt Univerſities, The two Authors have many Ex- 
preſſions in them ſo exacly parallel ( if it were worth our 
while to ſer them in two Columns, over-right one another) 
one would ſuſped the Junior of the two for a Plagiary. 
Ye: have I no quarrel to him for his blaming that way of 
Preach- 


I Knew a Scho'ar, a man of Wir, but no very hard Student, 
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Preaching, upon this or that xice Speculation, or that way of 
keeping alwaies in Univerſals , and never coming to Particu» 
lars , the duty between Man and Wife, Parents and Children, 
&c. or that way of Dividing and Snbaividing into Generals 
and Particulars, the © uid, the Buale, the © nantum : though 
he will find, if he looks abroad, that this 1s at a very low ebb, 
and the Tide runs now another and a better way. We care as 
litcle as he for 4 witty Rhetorical Harangne , or a cunning Syllo- 
giſtical diſcourſe in the Pulpit : and 'tis almoſt as ill a Characer 
as can be givenof a Sermon, ora Catechizing, to be 7id:culouſly 
Learned: yet totalk, as this Author does, as if WHaiverſity- 
Learning were unneceſſary to a Preacher, is to be ridiculouſly 
Jeanorant of theſe, or rather the xece//ity of it as matters ſtand. 
He beſeeches us to tell him, Did not Cirift and his Apaſtles preach 
the beſt way ? and are not we to follow their Example? And 1 
beſeech him to te!l me, Do not many good Divines preach the © 
ſame way, as far as it ought to be followed by thoſe that only 
ſit at the Apoſtles feet? that is, Dothey nor with all plainneTs 
prove from Scripture all that they deliver as God's Ward 2 I his 
is our Unapoſtolick way of Preaching (as he callsit) the vain 
unedifying prattice we now are in. Indeed we have no Mira- 
cles at command to prove what we ſay (as the Apoſtles had) and 
therefore muſt do it by Reaſo#, which ſerves us ro prove the 
Apoſtles did ſuch Miracles: and that again ra' tionally demon- 
ſtrates the Scriptures to be Goa's Word : and then by the Tefti> 
mony of the Church in ſeveral Ages (beſides the undertanding 
we muſt have of all the ternal Arguments for it;) we muſt be 
able to ſhew that theſe are the Pooks of Scripture : and after all 
this, the ſame Reaſoz muſt be employed is eſtabliſh the true * 
ſenſe and meaning of them. In order to theſe great Ends, 
Reaſon muſt be improved by the ſtudying of Arts, Sciences, 
and Languages; unleſs we had all theſe infus'd as we needed 
them, we muſt acquire them. Therefore his Argument is ſo far 
from holding ggod , God thought the gift of Tongues needleſs 
after the Goſpel was once ſpread over theWorld: I pray let ws be 
20 wiſer than God and his Chriſt ; that is, Let us think the ſtudy 
of the Languages needleſs : (for that he means, or nothing : ) 
HI Yea, 
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Yea, rather the ſtudy of Tongues is therefore neceſſary becauſe 
the Gift # ceaſt, and they cannot þe had without ſtudy : For 
the Cyrtainty of the Chriſtian Religion , and the Verity of the 
Original Scriptures cannde bedefended without a good meaſure 
of sKill in the Languages, Arts and Scrences, which every one 
that is not unworthy ro wear the Name of a Divine, ſhould be 
competently able to do. Thus much the Apoltle St, Peter 
(1 Pet.3.15.) requires, evenof the Laity in their degree, that 
they be ready alwates togive an Aaſwer to every man that asketh 
ihema reaſon of the Hope that & inthem. Now (to ſum up the 
Argumerit ) where is 1t almoſt poſſible for theſe Acquiſitions 
to be made, except in Hnrverſities? Therefore we are (till in 
that vuigar Error which he taxes as the General Opinion, p.27. 
that (except fome very few extraordinary Inſtances fo the 
contrary) moe are fit tobe aamitted into Holy Orders , but ſuch 
as have ſtudied in the Univerſity. 

But | beſeech you (ſaies he in the ſame page) what have theſe 
Sciences ( falſly ſo call'd) to ao with the Goſpel ? and he inſtances 
preſently in the Mathematicks as a Science (it ſeems) falſly fo 
called, His quarrel at the Feſwites in China, | muſt needs ſay, 
isan idle one, for recommending themſelves to the King and 
his Courtiers by the Skill ſome of the Society , whom they ſent 
for , had in the Mathematicks: Whereas their Errand thither 
was to preach the Goſpel, What of all that? are theſe ſo 
Heathen-Stuaies, that they are not to be tolerated even then, 
when they had help to introduce Chriſtiauity ? But he ſeems 
to have the ſame compaſs of underſtanding in theſe Arts and 
Sciences ( falfly ſo 544 you mult think ) that a certain old 
Head of a Houſe had , who coming one day by chance into the 
Colleage-Library , and finding there an ingenious young wan 
reading Chriſtoph. Clavirs (the Jeſuite) upon Euclid, Now 2 
ſhame take thee (ſaid he) why doſt thou not get thee ſome Prote- 
ftant Mathematicks? 

But ſince his greateſt pique is at Logik, and he can never 
leave inveighing againſt Sylogiſms and Human Deduttions, and 
ſtil] he 1s rating off his Preachers from Plato, Ariſtotle, Euclid, 
Scotts, Aquinas (fo he puts them together, p, 28, very Chro- 

nologi- 
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nologically) and then very Logical]y contradiſtinguiſhes Ma- 
thematicks, Logick , Phyſick ( whether Medicine or Natural 
Philoſophy) to Gravity, Sobriety, Meekneſs, Diligence, and the 
like. I ſhould not ſufficientiy acquit wy ſelf in the Defence 
of Univerlities (which I have undertaken) where the faculty 
of Diſputing is ſo well taught, as it can hardly be learnt any 
where clie, if I ſhould not vindicate this Faculty from being 
that, with which Che ſays p. 15.) God will net endure to be 
fertter'd, as with Philoſophical Sophiſms and Fuman Conſequen- 
ces, but beyond his promiſe (| ſuppoſe the very words ot any 
Promiſe, as explains himſeif, zp/a//i2mrs werbrs ) be is not ſure of 
any thing, though it ſeems ever ſo rational. It were in vain to 
produce St. Auguſtine's Teſtimony ( 116. de Ordine cap. 17.) 
where he praiſes Logzick, for he was one of the Fathers who by 
this very means defaced ana. ſpoiled Chriſtianity. And I know 
n3t whether Biſhop Daveaant have any better Credit with 
rim, who in his Learned Commentary on the Co/offrans,Chap.2. 
falls into the ſame Hereſie, and beſtows great Commendations 
on that Ncble Art or Science. Perhaps it will be ro no pur- 
poſe to put him in mind that our BlefTed Saviour was pleags'd ro 
bea kind of @»2ſ/tionift (as our Univerſity Statutes call young 
Logicians) when he diſputed with the Dottors, being bunſeif 
but twelve years of Age. And if [ ſhould tell him of $ainr 
Stephen's diſputing with certain of the Synagogne of the Liber- 
tines, who were wot able to reſiſt the Wiſdom, as well as the 
Spirit by which he ſpake. Orif 1 ſhouid urge the Example of 
Apollos an eloquent man, and mighty inthe Scriptures, as well as 


fervent in Spirit, who mightily convinc't the Fews,and that Pub- 


lickly, ſhewing by the Scriptures that Feſus was Chriſt: that is, 
(no doubt) by dedudtions from Scripture ; Perhaps he would 
phancy #ti!] that they us'd ſome other Logzck than what we ſtu- 
dy at Univeriities,for which we are ſo much keholding ro ſome 
Heathen Philoſophers, as if it were for the Honour of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, to have a Logick made on purpoſe ro juſtifie its 
Doarines, and as if it were not much more for its Honour to 
be able to maintain thoſe Doftrines by the ſame fanding Rules 
which all the World, even the Heathen World, found ons and 

eltabi1lht 
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eſltabliſht, as immediately founded upon Natural Reaſon, I] 
will therefore ſhe him that Chriſt and his Apoſtles did many 
times Argue explicitly in eMoed and Figure : and ſomerimes 
only ſo implicitly, that Men may be damn'd for not making 
ſuch Dedudtions as they ought to make from Scripture, As in 
St. Fohn 8.47. our Saviour tells the Multitude, He that i of 
God, heareth God's werds ; ye therefore hear them net, becanſe 
ye are not of God, "Tis a Syliogiſm in the fourth Mood of the 
Second Fizure, and runs thus : | 


Whoſoewer ts of Goa hears God's words : 
But ye do not hear God's woras ; 
Therefore ye are not of God, 


St. Paxl, Heb. 12. 7, 3. Argues in the ſame Mood and Frgure. 


Every Son t# chaſtned by the Father : 
But ye are not chaſtned by the Father ; (on ſuppoſition 
that they would not endure to be fo ) 
Therefore ye are not Sons : that is, ye are Baſtards. 


In the 22th of St. Matthew, Chriſt in his Diſpute with the 
Sadauces calls that Siripture, which was only 4 Rational Deas- 
ion from Scripture: and they are pronounc't by our Saviour 
to err and zot to know the Scriptures, which did not know how 
to colleQ a true Isference from Scripture , though they knew 
the Words well enough. And yet our Saviour's Argument 


cannot be explicated without two or three Syllogiſmes , 


which may be theſe. 


*, God « the God of the Living : 
God is the Godof Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob z 
Therefore Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob live. 


2. T hey that live not now in their Perſons, but live unto 
Goa, muſt be raiſed from the Dead : 

But they (viz. Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob) that live 

unto 
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unto God, live not now in thelr Perſons ; 
Therefore they (viz. Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob) miſt 
be raiſed from the Dead, 


3. They that now live only in their Siuls, live not now 
in their Perſons: 
Pat they (viz. Abraham, Iſaac, ard Jacob) mow live 
only in their Souls ;, 
Therefore they (viz, Abrabam, Iſaac, axd Jacob) live nut 
now in their Perſons. 


Now what if the propoſitions of ſuch a Sy:logiſme happen 
© be disjoyn d in the Scripture being abour the ſame matter ? 
is it not lawful and ſafe co put them Eoth together, and 
make rhe Deauttion? For Examp'e, a grear Divine (who 
's now a Reverend Prelate, the preſent [Lord Biſhop of El) 
wa” arguing with a Per ſon of Hononr ant Learning of the Ro- 
miſh Perſwaſion againlt Tranſubſtantiation:;and in that Diſconrfe 
the Dodor ask't hiw, If the Subſtance of the Bread and Ii ine 
remain'd no longer, but was done away. then what did the wich- 


' ed cat and arink, that eat and drank unworthily ? nothing but 


Acciaents? The Nobleman anſiver'd, That 1 hey eat the Bo dy, and 
arark the Blood of Chriſt. Whereupon the DoQor vrg'd him 
with this Sylogrſme : 


WI bofoever eats the Fleſh of Chriſt and drinks his Blood 
hath eternal life, abiding in him , Feh.6.5 4. & <6. 
Dur no Mnraerer bath cternal life abiding in hin , 
1 Joh. 3. 15. | 
Therefore no murderer eats the Fleſh of Chriſt, and drinks 
his Plooa. 


The Msjor Propoſition is Chrift's own words ; the Minor is 
the Apoſtle St, Foh's words ; the Sylogiſm is true in the form, 
as well as in the matter ; therefore the Corcluſron 1s firm and 
certain, But that honourable Perſon ſmil'd, and ask'c 
the DocGtor,' Cir this Author's way) Mhether he would have 

him 
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him build his Faith upon Syllogiſms 2 As if a true Syllogiſm,both 
for matter and form, were any thing elſe but z7#e Reaſon: And 
as if any part of our Faith were ( not only above our Reaſon , 
bur)unanſwerably contradictory to Reaſon, and to the rules of 
Reaſoning. Sure if the Apoſtle prays For a Deliverance from 114- 
reaſonable men, for ſome men have not Faith ; implying that ſuch 
men'as bavenot Faith are #nreaſonablein that,Chowever rational 
they be in other ailairs)z Then we way ſafely and truly convert 
the ſenſe of that Propoſit7o,and conclude, this or that (as Trarn- 
ſubſtantiation in the Caſe before us) is indeed wunreaſonvile, 
therefore it ought to be no part of any man's Faith, | 

A thouſand more ſuch Inſtances may be raiſed out of other 
Texts, but theſe may ſuffice. This is that which St. Paul calls 
eAbſyqv dr inigoras, tO convince Gatnſayers, the very word of A- 
riftotle, which is honour enough for that Philoſopher. 

If he had his wiſh (which is ours as well as his) that only 
grave, diſcreet, and conſcientious Perſons were put into the Mi- 
ziſtry : then he foreſees, and foretells that nay Per ſons of good 
rank and eftate, would think it no diſhowour , but rather an Ti 
hononr to enter into it , as they did in the Primitive Times. 
Though we canno: ſhew ſo many Heroick Exawples of this 
kind as were in thoſe blefſed times, yet, thanks be to God, 
many perſons of good rank and eſtate do think it no diſhonour to be 
Clergy-men: and perhaps there were never ſo many well-borz 
men in the Church ſince the Reformation, thongh he takes no 
notice of it, but rather implies the contrary, that men of Qua- 
lity count it a diſparagement to be in Ho/yOrders. He might con- 
ſider that two of our preateft Prelates are Sons to Peers of the 
Realm,and that my Lord*sGrace of Capterbury,my L.Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, and my L. Biſhop of Hereford( beſides ſeveral other 
Biſhops) are Gentlemen of ancient Families, and Honourable 
Names inthis Kindgom: and always muſt be.Of ſuch as theſe, the 
Prefacer to Mr, Herberts Country Parſon ſpeaks thus, with holy 
and lofty Eloquence ; © Theſe Noble Perſons ſoexcellently 
* qualified with Vertues, Learning,and Piety, by bringingalong 
* with them into the Church,the Eminency of their Birth alſo, 
« haye caſt a luſtre vpon the Clergy, as greater Starrs help to 

| brighten 
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«brighten up their leſs ſhining Neighbours: and have advanc rt 
« their Chriſtian Prieſthood to the height ir was at, under the 
« Law of Nature, when it was the hereditary Honour and 
<< Prerogative of the Frſt-born, or chief of the Family, to be 
« the Prieſt of the moſt High Goa. | 

But whether Univerſity men or not it matters not , ſp as fully 
inſtrutted in the Dodrine of the Goſpel by ſonnd Commentators. 
And, why matters it wot ? Where are they like to be fo fully 14- 


ſtrufted in the Doftrine of the Goſpel? or even in ſound Com: 


mentators ( if they are ail in al} with him) as in Univerſ{i- 
ties? Bur, I ſuppoſe, he means ſome Exgliſh Commenrators, 
ſuch as the Aſſembly Notes: for Dr. Hammonds will miſlead them 
concerning EF prſcopacy. For ſuch as were never /cademians, 
che Latiz they bring from School, together with ſome He- 
brew, and itttleor no Greet, will hardly carry them farther, 
except into ſome renowned Poſtilleys. Yet theſe are the wen 
whom he would ſet up to Preach, with that which he ca'ls the 
Demonſtration of the Spirit. By which I cannot gather whar 
he mears from ail that he ſpeaks, unicſs it be to ſpeak (as he 
does) Magiſterialy : But that thar 'is not to ſpeak. with De- 
monſtration of the Spirit , I refer him to the fiſt part of the 
Friendly Debate, where that is clear*d ſufficient!y. 

But, to return to the point we were upon, the {tereſt of Uni- 
werfities, Would he have Men of Quality come into' the 
Church, and not be capable of its higheſt Dignities? And 
would not this be a rare Breeding for ſuch as ſhould be de- 
fign'd for our greateſt Dignitaries and Prelates, never to 
come near eicher of the xiverſities, but to live in the Coun- 
try poring upon his Commentators & A good way indeed to 
wake them CGertle-Readers ; as he tells us, Fulian the Em- 
perour's Kinſman, and afterwards Emperonr himſelf, was ad- 
mitted a Reader in the Church : ov for a need, to make them 
ſuch Le&urers as he is forming in this Chapter : or ſuch, as 
one verily thought King Henry the Eighth had been, when 
reading his Life as 1t is written by my.Lord Herbert of Cher- 
bury; inſtead of the words of the Noble Hiſtorian , which 
are theſe (p. 2.) His Education was accurate , being deſtined 
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I} + cencil. (as a Credible Author afirins Þ) to the Arch-biſhoprick of 
Trid: Canterbury , during the life of his elder Brother Prince Ac- 


thur, he miſtook and read ic, #5 rawcation was a Curate, being 
deſtin'd tothe Arch biſhoprick ef Cancerbury. 

For Confirmation, he 1s in the right where he urges the Ne- 
reſlity of it; And perhaps not much m the wrong , where he 
propoſes an Expedient tor the Biſhop to appoint ſome diſcreet 
Conſcientions elinifters ( as our Deans Rural ſhowld be ) in 
ſeveral Circuits to examine. Though 'cis a little bard that he 
will not cruſt every Variſh-Prieſt with Examining, preparato y 
ro Confirmation, whenhe wakes them one and the ſame Order 
with the Biſhops themſelves, Fur whereas he adds, to Exa- 
mine aud Licence tothe Lora's Table ; ( for | paſs it as granted, 


that Confirmation # #0 Sacrament ;) fo do I take it for grant-, 


cd, that 'tis mot ozly a Licenſe to the Lord's Table , and to think 
it is only fo, is ro run into ore extreme of ſpeaking too nearly 
of it to avoid the other of ſuch as ca!l it a proper Sacrament, 
For by his /avour, our Youth may recetve the Sacrament be- 
fore they are Confirmed. To what purpole then does he pur 
the caſe ſo, tragically againſt the Biſhops ? Is may often happer 
(fates he) that a pions Child, well fitted for the Holy Sacra- 
crament, and perchance being weak , earneſtly deſires it before 
its death, yet muſt ſtay ſome years till next Viſitation, or take a 
lopg journey to the Biſhop , for which he may want ſtrength or 
”aeays to ſupport him, No, his pious Child need not ſtay ſome 
years, nor yet fome hours ior the Sacrament , nor travel any 
farther thanthe Kubrick ( which ons would think this Author 
rever {iy ;) the words of which are theſe, Ard there [ball 
one be admitted tothe Holy Communion, until ſuch time as he be 

Confirm'd, or be ready and deſirous to be Confirm'd. 
it is indeed mot poſ/ible for 4 Biſhop in a large Divceſs and 
Triennial Viſutation to perform this Neceſſary work as it ought , if 
there have not been good Catechizing and previous Examina: 
tions: but (ſuppoſing thoſe) H by may not Priefts, wot Biſhops, 
performit? And why muſt Confirmation be taken our of the 
Biſhop's hands upon this wild account ? When St. Phzip had 
converted Samaria, As $.15, whillt the Apoſties were at Fe- 
| ruſalers, 
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raſalem, can we think, when ſome of them came thither, . that 
they Perſonally examin'd all zhe People in that place, who with 
one accord gave heed unto thoſe things which Philip ſpake? And yer 
they laid their hanas on them, being 1 preſume well ſatisfied 
with Philip's account of them, and they received the Eoiy Ghoſt, 
For Pbilip's Examination of thein was in order to Feptiin, 21. 
after that it was uſual to acminifter Confirmation, and the Fu 
chariſt alſo to Adults at the ſame time. 

For his Exception at Baptiz7zg,tolerated in Neceſjity to Mid: 
wives ; and ie wewld gladly ſee any ſuch thing in Antiquity. Tote- 
rated by whom? bythe Church ? Pray let him look upon the Ku- 
brick concerning Private Baptiſm before he writes again, where 
the words are theſe, Firſt let the e Miniſter of the Parifp, or in 
his abſence, auy other lawful Miniſter that can be procured , with 


. them that are preſent call 1pom Ged. Yet were Tertullian vow 


alive, who knew the Cuſtomes of the Ancient Church as we'!l, 
| ſuppoſe, as this Author ; he would not have cerſur'd our 
Church for Tolerating ſo much in that point : For ſure he goes 
much farther, aud will ſhew him ſomewhat wore than this /z 
Antiquity, in caſe of Nece/fity (ſnch a Neceſiity they did kelieve 
of Baptiſin) his known woras are theſe, that in ſuch a caſe, 
Duilibet Laicns tingit, And I know not in this cate, and ac: 
cording to this Author's Principles , what a Lay-wan can do 
more than a Woman. 

For the great toings he peaks of the Power of the Keys in 
his Chapter of Church-Government , they are wejl and truly 
ipoken: but ſo is not that which follows , Yer this 7s in a man- 
aer quite relinquiſht to Chancellors, T.ay men, &rc. The Church 
perhaps was never happier fince the Reformation in men of this 
Profeſſion, that fill up thoſe piaces with great Ability and Inte- 
ority, and I add, with preat deference to their Superiours the 
Biſhops, No doubt they are moſt capable to examine and de- 
clare upon matter of Fa&, whether or no this or that perſon 
have done the fad, to which the Canon has decreed Excommuni- 
cation : but they ugccritand too well to think they have the 
Power of the Keys, wherefore the Sentence (where thinps are re- 
oularly done) is pronounc'd by a Prieft, not by a Lay-Chancel- 
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lour. And his Similitude of the Pariſh-Clark j1ngling the Keys \ 
when the Recor has lockt any one out of the Church, to which 
he likens thoſe proceedings in the Sperztual Court, is a Fingle it ( 
ſc!f and no better. Vow will anſwer me (laies he)The Biſhops them- | 
ſelves paſs it over,&c. Truly in this you have reaſon,and the blame l 
wut wholly tight on them, No, 1 willnot anſwer him ſo, but I 
will ask him one plain Queſtion: Are the Eiſhops wholly to 
blame, that the Canons of 1640 are not obſerved, which make 
abundant proviſion againſt ſuch Abuſes?or rather, Are not thoſe 
to blame who explode theſe Cans ? 

He tellsus, that 71 the times of Popery , when Spiritual and 
Temporal affairs were all interminglea and horribly confounded, 
the Biſhops were frequently Lora- Keepers, Treaſurers, Chief- 
Fuſtices, Vice-Roys : and what not ? which us ſtrangely Unapoſto- 
lical and unlawful, No men were greater Fictlings to their times, 
even in thoſe times of Popery when tlicy fat at the Helm, than 
the Biſhops. *Twas Biſhop Morton's Induſtrious brain that 
made up the Fara! breach , ard United the two Houſes of York 
and Lancaſter, in the happy marriage between King Hepry the 
Seventh and the Lady Elizaberh; and it was under the Miniſtry 
of Biſhop Fox, who was Lord Privy-Sea), and by his reaching \ 
Parts, tha: the grounds were laid for a more happy Uniorf be- 
tween the two Kingdoms of Frgiazd and Scotland in that 
Marriaoe, which was defign'd with a deep and long train of 
wemorel'e Policies, that the eldeſt Pavghter of Heary ſhould 
warty Fames of Scotland, and the younger fhould match into 
France, that fo if ever they ſhould come to inkeric , Scotland 
might be the Aznexe to the [Imperial Crownof this Realm,and 
that England wight never be in the nature of a Province to 
France, In the Old Teſtament there are Examples enow of 
Prieſts that were Miniſters of State ; thoſe I confeſs were Un- 
apoſtolica!, that is, long before the Apoſties, but he will have 
muck adoe to preve them walawful, He might have omitted 
Lord- keepers and Treaſurers for Biſhop Viliams and Biſhop 
Taxon's ſake: one of them as abie'in the Chancery as the 0- 
ther in the Treaſifry. And whereas the Iſing 15 graciouſly plea- 
{dJ at this time to beſtow the great Seal of Ire/azd upon a Re- 
verend 
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verend Prelate there, I hope this Author will not deny, but his 
Majeſty has put him into a lawful Calling, 

But whereas in the end of this Chapter he juſtly complains of 
exempt Juriſdictions as meerly Papal and a thing altogether unknown 
#0 Antiquity(\xherein he 18 much in the right) | wonder he does not 
diſcern his own Scheme concerning Biſbops and Prieſts to be Papal 
to0,and that Presbyterianiſaens has no pretence to Atitiquity , but 
what it has from Popery. It was Pope Innccent the 4th. (vn hom for 
ſach pranks as theſe his Party ce:cbrate for a voſt wiſe Pope ) who 
decreed, that ex a:ſpenſatione & deputatione ſolins Pontificis Romani, 
owe Prieſt might ordain another: whoſoever then writes the Hiſta» 
ry of Presbytery ſhould wake it begin from Rome,and not take its 
riſe from Geneva ; who does not know that the Popiſh School- 
men and Canoniſts have made it their buſineſs to degrade their Bi- 
ſhops , and confound them into one and the ſame order with che 
Presbyters ? tocxempt the Regular Clergy from Epiſcopal Jurif- 
dicion, and as many of the Secular as they pleaſe? who wade the 
Cardinals,that were but mere pariſh-Prieſts,and many of item no 
Biſhops to this day, ſuperiors toall che Biſhops, nay, Governcrs 
and judpes over a[l Prelates in the vacancy of the Popedvin 2? The 
Conſiſtory of Cardinals is then their only head of the Cattolick 
Church upon ear:ch, which is all one as if it were headed with a 
Geneva-Confiſtory ; both Papiſts and Pre:byterians take down the 
Superior order and advance the miaate , on'y Mr. Calvin and his 
Followers will have all this depend immediately on Chrift himſelf, 
whereas the Romiſh Party makes it depcnd immediately on one 
they call Chriſt's Vicar: For how vehemeat'y dic) the Papalins, cvon 
in their Council of Trexr, urge and prefs it, That the Power azzd 
FuriſaiFion was wholly given tothe Biſhop of Rome ? ant} that ewe - 
ry particular Bijbop being only de Jure Canonico, may ve removed ty 
the Pope's Authority ? he that would ſee more tothe ſave purpoſe, 
let him conſulc the Cardinal Pallawictns (if he will not truſt Padre 
Paolp) where he may read the long Sprcech of Faiher Zazzez,a!lto 
this effect. Bur though I had prepared fome Animadveriions up- 
on this Chapter too concerning Bilbeps and Prieſts, vet it has been 
ſo learnedly confuted in a Sermon preached art !Vhitehai!, which 1 
hear is to be publiſhed by His Majelties ſpectal Command, that I 
ſhall not need, nor preſume to touch that Chapter, A35- 
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Animadverſtons on bis Charitable Admoniti- 
on zo all Non-con ormiſts. | 


Find little to complain of in his Charitable Admonition,but that 
[ it is no longer: Oz ſic omnia dixifſet! Inthe Cloſe he beſpeaks 
them at this rate ; and { will do him the courteſie to tranſcribe a 
great deal in his own words, that ſo they way be reprinted with 
a Licenſe, though they were printed without one. 

I befeech you Claies he) to conftaer the great miſchief” you bring upon 
this Church and Nation by your Separation from the Church ; you pre- 
zend tobethe great Lealots againſt Popery, and yet give me leave to 
fay , your indiſcreet diſobedient Zeal mainly brings it in; your ſe- 
par ation, and many following diviſions, have cauſed many to abhor our 
Church and turn to Popery, ana doubtleſs you are to give an account 
to God fer the ruine of thoſe Souls; for 1 can never yield that you 
have any reaſonable and true conſcientious cauſe of Separation , but 
merely miſtaken- Reaſon ana Conſcience, which I much pity but no way 
approve; ard therefore I muſt lay the advance of Pipery to your 
charge, to your Separation, for I am ſure *tus the main Snare where- 
with they catch unſtable Souls, per ſwading them our Church ts not gui- 
ded by the Spirit of Truth , ſeeing it s ſo confounded by the Spirit of 
Diviſion, it cannot be of God, who # both Verity and Unity. Now, 
thouzh it be well known tothe Learned, that their Church hath nei- 
ther Verity nor Unity, yet this ts not ſo diſcernible to weak Seals, ec. 

'Tis true indced, after great Searchings of heart occaſioned by 
our Diviſions, many ſet up their reſt upon Popery : though the 
Principles upon which the Church of Rowe pretends to judge of 
Controverſies do claſh and fight even with one another,and there- 
foreare mo!t unfit to quiet other mens thoughts, yet becauſe that 
Church is a Great Promiſer, they take SaxtFnary there , reſolving 
as Foab did, that if they Periſh, it ſhall beat the Horns of the 4l- 
z47. Bur I would fain know of this Author, if our Diviſions 
fright ſo many from our Church, then wouid not ſtreightning the 
Terms of our Belief, as in his Chapter concerning Articles of Faith, 
and aboliſhing all our Ceremontes , and blending our Orders, be the 
cauſe of more Diviſious, and conſequently of more Separati- 
ons 
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ons from the Church of Ezzlaud? Would nat this give the highs 
eſt advantage to the Romiſh Party ? And would not they be ſure 
to urge it upon their coming Proſelites,that we had abandon'd our 
former Principles? That we had receded from our own Articles, 
by which we gave ſo good an account of our ſelves to the whole 
Chriſtian World at the Reformation? That we had baniſhc nor 
only al} exterior Beauty, but Order and Decency out of our Pub- 
lick Worſhip ? That we had been falſe to God , and to the Church 
of God, in breaking fo many Proteftations as we bad wade here- 
tofore againſt ſuch proceedings as theſe, and conſequently falſe 
(as all Covards are)to our ſelves? Therefore whilſt he has 9 much 
Charity for ſome that will have their own will (as he tells us ) he 
muſt be intreated to have a little Charity too for our Uaderitand- 
ing; aad nor toexpee we ſhould pive away our Religion in a fit 
of Complaifance, and throiv our Church out at window in a 
frolick. His greateſt Argument why all this ought to be yielded, 
15 grounded only upon Policy. And perhaps he is as much miſta- 
ken in his Policy, as In his Divinity. They arenort born to be any 
Repairers of our breaches, that are the Authors of ſuch raſh 
Counſels as theſe, which are worſe than thoſe Dolabella gave Cz- 
cero his Father-in-law, when the Commonwealih was in a manner 
loſt, Reliquum eſt, nbi nunc eſt Republica ibi fimus potins quam dum 
lam weterem ſequimur , ſims in nulla: But this Author would 
not have us take things as we find them , but make them worſe, 
becanſe they are no better. Thus, © What the Romans ſcorned 
* to do after the batrel of Carne, What the Vepetians never did, 
& when they had loſt all their Terra firme; That Men are Now 
* taught to think a Vertue, and the ſign of a Wiſe and good man, 
© Deſperare de Republica, They are the words of the Chriſtian 
Gie:ro (as I preſume to tyle him) the preſent Lord Chanceliour 
inhis Speech to both Houſes of Parliament, Apri/ 13th. 1675. 
And ſince I am fallen by chance into the Roman Hiſtory, I will 
conc!ude with a remarkable paſſage out of Livy (lib.s.) When 
the Gamuls a Barbarous People had ſackt the City of Rome, and 
cut the Senators Throats as they ſat inthe Streets,and when afrer- 
wards Camillas a Baniſht man, had driven them away, and reſtored 
the Common-wealth; yet the People ſecing the City ſo c_— 
anc 
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anJ ſpoiled, were importunate to remove the Imperial Seat from 
Kome and ſettle at Vejos; whilſt the Senate were debating it very 
warm y. and rather inclining to remove z as the Regiment that had 
the Guard that day paſs'd through the Forum , the Centurion that 
Commanded gave Orders aloud , ſ> that the Sexate over-heard 
him in:o the Senate-Houſe , Signifer ſtatue Signum: Sta miles :. 
hic optime manebinmous. Enſign ſet down the Colours ; Souldicrs ſtand ; 
this is the beſt place for us to make our Station, Whereupon the Se- 
zate took the Omen, roſe immediately from their Conſulration 
and ail the People approv'd their Generous Reſolution. There 
is a Thundring Legion of thoſe that are at their prayersand tears, 
and who keep as it were God-Almighty's Watch for the preſer- 
vation of the moſt Apoſtolical Church in the World: And as a 
Holy Biſhop bid Moxica the Mother of St. Aupuſtine, before he was 
any Saint, go away and be comforted , for it was impeſſible the Son of 
ſo many tears as He had coſt ber ſhould periſh; ( And this, faies that 
good Father, was received as 4 Voice from heaven.) So I hope 
the Mother, over whom ſo many of her own Sons are weeping, 
and as it were, wreſtling with God in ſecret , can never miſcarry, 
But if the Queſtion be now, whither we ſhall remove the Ancient 
Land-marks, and carry our Church either toward Rome, or Ge- 
'#eva; the miraculous Providence of God in reſtoring 1t toge- 
ther with his Majeſty, after ſo many years Baniſhment, and ever 
fince preſerving it ,” may, as a voice from Heaven , animate us to 
reſolve, that this is the beſt place where we are fixt, and here may we 
keep onr ſtation, 
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